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VARIOUS MEASURES 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2015 

House of Representatives, 

Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

Washington, DC. 

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:30 a.m., in room 
2172 Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Edward Royce (chair- 
man of the committee) presiding. 

Chairman Royce. This committee will come to order. 

Pursuant to notice, we meet today to mark up five bipartisan 
measures. Without objection, all members may have 5 days to sub- 
mit statements for the record and extraneous material on any of 
today’s business. 

As all were notified yesterday, we intend to consider these meas- 
ures en bloc, and so without objection the following items pre- 
viously provided to members will be considered en bloc; they’re con- 
sidered as read: H.R. 1654 to authorize the direct provision of de- 
fense articles and services to the Kurdistan Regional Government; 
Royce Amendment 87 in the nature of a substitute; H.R. 3654, the 
Combat Terrorist Use of Social Media Act; Poe Amendment 81 in 
the nature of a substitute and Issa Amendment 56; H.R. 4154, the 
Taiwan Naval Support Act; House Resolution 346, condemning the 
use of toxic chemicals as weapons in the Syrian Arab Republic; 
Yoho Amendment 72 in the nature of a substitute; House Resolu- 
tion 536, supporting freedom of the press in Latin America; and 
Sires Amendment 13 in the nature of a substitute. 

[The information referred to follows:] 


( 1 ) 
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H. R. 1654 

To authorize Uie direct provision of defense artides. defense services, and 
related training to the Kurdistan Regional Governniciit, and for other 
purposes. 


IN THE HOUSE OF EEPEESENTATHH^S 

March 26, 2015 

Mr. Botcb (for liirriself, Mr, EngkTj, Mr. Nunrs, Mr. CONNOTJ;T, Mr. 
McCaTTTj, Mr, MeTITOTT, Ms. ROP-I.EITTTNEN, Mr. STTERAfAN, Mr. 
Ohabot, Ms. Mhno, Mr. I’ob of Texas, Ms. Gabbabd, Mr. Rohe- 
iVEAClBBS, Mrs. Blackbhen, Mr. Dhncah of Soiitli Caroliiia, Mr. 
Ktnetkgeb of Illinois, Mr. Gook, Mr. DESANria, Mr. T)taz-BaIj.art, Mr. 
Fbeb.T, Mr. iLABvINO, Mr. Feankb of Ai-izoiia, Mr. IGtzbatkick, Mr. 
IIuNTBH, Mr. Rooney of Monda, Mr. Tuekee, Mr. Ai.>EEHO.LjT, Mr. 
Zinkb, Mr. POLIS, Mr. Mihebb of Florida, Mr. IIiGGiKS, Mr. Cokawayr 
Mr. Van HoTjT.EK, and Mr. TaSA) introduced the following hill; wdiicl'i rvas 
refeixed to the Oomiiiittee on Foreign Affairs 


A BILL 

To authorize the direct provision of defense articles, defense 
seivices, and related training to the Kurdistan Eegiona.1 
(.tovcrmTicnt, and for other purposes. 

1 Be it enacted In,) the Senate and Ho use of Re/present a- 

2 lives of Ifw United Slates of America in Congress assembled, 

3 SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

4 Congress finds the following: 



3 


2 

1 (1) Since 2011, the terrorist group now known 

2 as the Tslamic State in Iraq and the Tjevant (TSTTj), 

3 has rapidly expanded, now possessing greater fund- 

4 iiig, more pei'somiel, and lieaviei" weapons than any 

5 other terrorist force. 

6 (2) ISITj has threatened to eontiiiiie attacking 

7 Ignited States persons and interests and has an 

8 a,p()ealy])ti(‘ \dsion for a larger (‘onfi’oiitation with the 

9 United States and its allies in the Middle East. 

10 (3) Accoi'ding to the United States intelligence 

11 community, approximately 20,000 to 30,000 ISIL 

12 fighters operate in Ii’aq and Syria, an estimated 

13 3,0(10 of -which arc believed to have western pass- 

14 ports. 

15 (4) ISIIj finances itself through looting, smug- 

16 gling, taxes, oil sales, kidnapping, and human traf- 

17 ficking. 

18 (5) According to United States officials, ISITj 

19 captured apiproximately 1,500 Hnmvees, a number 

20 of other modem armored vehicles and transport. 

21 trucks, over 50 long-range (llobal Positioning Sys- 

22 tern (GFS)-guided artillery pieces, a substantial 

23 number of artillery shells, a large quantity of small 

24 arms, approximately 4,000 heaiy machine guns, and 

other weapons from the Iraqi Security Forces in 


25 
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1 June 2014, and has also reportedly captured a num- 

2 her of other weapons a,nd vehicles fi’orn Thtshar al- 

3 Assad’s forces in S^nia. 

4 (6) The rapidly deteriorating humanitarian sit- 

5 nation in Iraq cansed by ISIL advances in Iraq and 

6 Syria has resulted in approximately 2,000,000 lefii- 

7 gees and internally displaced people from Syria and 

8 Iratj^ taking rtsfuge in the Iratp Kurdistan region. 

9 The Kurdistan Kegional Clovernment is facing a hu- 

10 manitarian and budget crisis while defending itself 

1 1 from ISIL. 

12 (7) The Kurdistan Kegioiial G-oveminent 

13 (KRd) is the dcniocratieally elected goveriimcnt of 

14 the Kurdistan Region in Ii'aq, and Iraqi Kurds have 

15 been a reliable and stable partner of the United 

16 States. 

17 (8) The Iraqi constitution guarantees the right 

18 of Iraqi regions, such as Iraqi Kurdistan, to main- 

19 tain “internal security' forces for the region such as 

20 police, security' forces, and guards of the regiorr”. 

21 (9) The Kurdish Peshinerga forces are officially^ 

22 orgairized under the Mirristiy of Feslimerga Affairs 

23 and commanded bj' the Minister of Peshinerga, who 

24 reports to the President of the Kurdistan Regional 
(lovermnent. 


25 
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1 (10) TSIIj has positioned its forces along a 650- 

2 mile l)order with the Tvnrdistan Regional (lovern- 

3 ment’s Peshnierga forces. 

4 (11) ISIL has employed captured annored velii- 

5 cles. long-range artilleiy, and tieaw weapons in at- 

6 tacking' thitily stretched Kurdish forces along the 

7 border, 

8 (12) I"nit(!d States airstrikes against ISIL tar- 

9 gets have helped stall the terrorist organization’s ad- 

10 vance on territoiy held by Kurdish forces, but have 

11 not proven to be militarily decisive against ISIL. 

12 (13) The United States and its allies have pro- 

13 vidod the resupply of vmiions small arms and train- 

14 ing to Peslimer'ga forces since June 2014. 

15 (14) Such resupply efforts, to comply with 

16 United States law. must be approved and coordi- 

17 natcd through the (Jovernment of Iraq. In the initial 

1 8 pdiase of the resupply effort, the Government of Iraq 

19 constrained and delayed the emergency supply of 

20 weapons to the Kurdistan Eegional Government. 

21 (15) The Peshnierga forces continue to lack the 

22 arms and battle-ready armored vehicles necessary to 

23 take sig'nifica.nt offensive action against ISITj forces, 

24 leading to their requests for such assistance. 
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! (16) The possession of armoi'ed vehicles, aiiti- 

2 artnor weapons, long-i’ange artillerj^, and other weap- 

3 ons is consistent vhth the Kurdistan Regional Gov- 

4 eminent’ s constitutional riglit to defend itself 

5 against the clear and present danger posed by ISIL. 

6 (17) A strong Peshinerga force is essential io 

7 countering the ISIL threat to Iraq, the region, and 

8 Ilmted States interests. 

9 (18) The longer ISIL’s sanctuaiy remains 

10 largely unchallenged, the moi'e time it will have to 

11 reinforce its positions, and plan attacks against 

12 United States interests. 

] 3 SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

14 It is the sense of Congi-ess that — 

15 (1) defeating the Islamic State in Iraq and the 

16 Levant (ISIL) is critical to maintaining a unified 

17 Iraq in which all faiths and ethnicities are afforded 

18 equal protection and full integration into the Iraqi 

19 government and society; 

20 (2) The people of Kurdistan face an urgent and 

21 deadly threat from TSTTj whicli the Iraqi Security 

22 Forces, of which the Peshmerga are a component, 

23 are currently unable to match in armaments; 

24 (3) any outstanding issues between the Govern- 

25 merit of Iraq and the Kurdistan Regional Govern- 
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1 merit should be resolved by the two parties expedi- 

2 tiously to allow for a resumption of normal relations; 

3 and 

4 (4) ISIL’s i-eceiit advaiiees and eoiitiniied 

5 gTOiivdli present an imminent threat to Iraqi 

6 Kurdistan, the rest of Iraq and the Middle East, 

7 and intemational security. 

8 SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

9 It shall be the policy of the United States to directty 

10 provide the Kui'distau Regional Goveiamieut with ad- 

1 1 vaneed conventional weapons, training, and defense seiw- 

12 ices, on an emergency and temporary basis, to more effec- 

13 tively partner with the United States and other intcr- 

14 national coalition members to defeat the Islamic State in 

15 Iraq and the Lcwant (ISIL). 

16 SEC. 4. TEMPORARY EMERGENCY AUTHORIZATION OF DE- 

17 FENSE ARTICLES, DEFENSE SERVICES, AND 

18 RELATED TRAINING DIRECTLY TO THE 

1 9 KURDISTAN REGIONAL GOVERNMENT. 

20 (a) Ln General. — The President should consult with 

21 the Government of Iraq in carrying out the authority pro- 

22 vided in subsection (b). 

23 (b) Authorization. — 

24 


25 


(1) Mi LIT. ART ASSISTANCE. — The President is 
a.nthorized to provide defense articles, defense seiw- 


8 


7 

1 ices, and related training directly to the Kurdistan 

2 Regional (irovernment for the purpose of supporting 

3 international coalition efforts against the Islamic 

4 State in Iraq arid the Levant (ISIL) oi' any siic- 

5 cessor gi-oup. 

6 (2) Defense exports. — The President is aii- 

7 thorized to issue licenses authorizing United States 

8 ex];)oitei‘s to exjiort defense artiides, dcTense sei-vdiHis, 

9 and related training directly to the Kurdistan Ee- 

10 gional Goveirmient, For purposes of processing ap- 

11 plications for such export licenses, the President is 

12 authorized to accept End Use Certificates appi'oved 

13 by the Kurdistan Regional tloveniment. 

14 (3) Types op assisTx\noe. — ^Assistance autlior- 

15 ized under paragraph (1) and cx]rorts authorized 

1 6 under paragraph ( 2 ) may include anti-tank and anti- 

17 armor weapons, armored vehicles, long-range artrl- 

18 leiy, crew-serv'^ed weapons and ammunition, secure 

19 command and eomniunieations equipment, body 

20 armor, helmets, logistics equipment, excess defense 

21 articles and other military assistance that the Presl- 

22 dent determines to be appropriate. 

23 (c) RETx.tTTONSHIP TO EXISTING AUTHORITIES: CON- 

24 uiTiONS OF Eligibility. — 
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1 ( 1 ) Eblationsiiip to existing autiiori- 

2 TIES. — Assistiince aiitliorized under subsection 

3 (b)(1) and licenses for exports authorized under sub- 

4 section (b)(2) shall be provided pui'suaut to the ap- 

5 plicable provisions of the Arms Export Control Act 

6 (22 IJ.S.C. 27i)l et seq.) and the Foreign Assistance 

7 Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq.), notwith- 

8 standing any re(purement in such applieiihle provi- 

9 sions of law that a recipient of assistance of the type 

10 authorized undei' subsection (b)(1) shall be a couu- 

1 1 tiy or international organization. 

12 (2) Conditions op eligibility. — In addition 

13 to such other provisions as the President may re- 

14 quire, no defense article, defense sei'vice, oi" lolated 

15 training maybe provided to tlio Kurdistan Regional 

16 Government under the authority of subsection (b)(1) 

17 or (b)(2) unless the Kurdistan Kegional Government 

18 agrees that — 

19 (A) it vill not provide any such defense ar- 

20 tide, defense service, or related training to any- 

21 one wiio is not an officer, employee, or agent of 

22 the Kurdistan Kegional Gov^emment, and 

23 


24 


(Tl) it will not use or permit tlie use of any 
such defense article, defense sei’vice, or related 
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! training for purposes other than tlie purposes 

2 for wiiieli it was prowded, 

3 unless the consent of the President has first been 

4 obtained. 

5 (d) Hepobt. — 

6 (1) In (JENERAL. — Not later than 60 days after 

7 the date of the enactment of this Act, the President 

8 shall submit to th(' appropriate eongressioual (iom- 

9 mittees a report on the following: 

10 (A) The aidicipated defense articles, de- 
ll fense seiniees, and related training to be pro- 

12 vided uiidei" the autlioiity of subsections (b)(1) 

13 and {b)(2). 

14 (B) A timeline for the pi'O vision of such de- 

15 feuso articles, defense seTwiees, and related 

1 6 training. 

17 (C) A description of mechanisms and pro- 

18 cedures for end-use monitoring of such defense 

19 articles, defense seiBices, and related training. 

20 (D) How such defense articles, defense 

21 seiwices, and related training would contribute 

22 to the foreign policy and national security of 

23 the United States, as well as iryipact security in 
the region. 


24 
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! (2) Definition. — In this subseetion, the term 

2 “appropriate eongTessional committees” means — 

3 (A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the 

4 Committee on Ap[)iT)pi-iations, and the Com- 

5 mittee on Armed SeiTices of the House of Kep- 

6 reseth.atives; and 

7 (B) the Committee on Foreign Kelations, 

8 the Coiumittet! on Appropriations, and tiie 

9 Committee on Armed SeiT-ices of the Senate. 

10 (e) Notification. — The President should provide 

1 1 notification to the (lovernment of Iraq prior to defense 

12 articles, defense services, oi' related training being pro- 

13 fidcd to the Kurdistan Regional (lovcrTimcTit under the 

14 authority of subsection (b)(1) or (b)(2). 

15 (f) Definitions. — I n this seetion, the terms “do- 

16 fense article”, “defense senice”, and “training” have the 

17 meanings given those terms in section 47 of the .z\rms .Fx- 

18 port, Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2794). 

19 (g) Termination. — The authority to provide defense 

20 articles, defense senices, and related training under siib- 

21 section (b)(1) and the authority to issue licenses for ex- 

22 port.s authorized under subsection (b)(2) shall terminate 

23 on the date that is 4 years after the date of the enactment 

24 of this Act. 
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Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute 
TO H.R. 1654 

Offered by Mr. Royce of California 

Strike all after the eriactiirg' clause and insert the 
following: 

1 SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

2 Corrgr-ess firrds the followirrg: 

3 (1) Since 2011, the ten’orist group now kno\ra 

4 as the Islamic State in Iraq arrd the Irevant (ISIIj), 

5 has rapidly exj^anded, now possessiirg gr-eater fund- 

6 ing, more personnel, and heawer weapons than any 

7 other terrorist force. 

8 (2) ISIL has threatened to continue attacking 

9 United States persons and interests and has an 

10 apocaljqrtic visioir for a larger confrontation with the 

1 1 United States and its allies in the Middle East. 

12 (-3) Accordirrg to the Uruted States irrtclligcrrcc 

13 eoniniunity, approximately 20,000 to 30,000 ISIIj 

14 fighters operate in Irarj^ and Syria, an estimated 

15 5,000 of wiiich are believed to have westerrr pass- 
porks. 


16 
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1 (4) ISIL finances itself through looting, srnng- 

2 gling, taxes, oil sales, kidnapping, and human traf- 

3 fk^king. 

4 (5) According to United States officials, ISlL 

5 captured approximately 1,500 TTumvees, a number 

6 of othei" modern armored vehicles and transport 

7 trucks, over 50 long-range Global Positioning Sys- 

8 tern (GPS)-guided artillery pieens, a substantial 

9 number of artillerj^ shells, a large quantity of small 

10 arms, approximately’ 4,000 heavy machine guns, and 

11 other weapons fi-om the Iraqi Seeuilty Poi'ces in 

12 June 2014, and has also reportedly captured a num- 

13 her of other weapons and vehides from Bashar al- 

14 Assad’s forces in Synia. 

15 (6) The rapidly deteriorating humanitarian sit- 

16 nation in li'aq caused by ISlL advances in Iraq and 

17 Syria has resulted in approximately’ 2,000,000 refil- 
ls gees and internally displaced people from Syria and 

19 Iraq taking refuge in the Iraqi Kurdistan region. 

20 The Kurdistan Kegional Government is facing a hu- 

21 manitarian and budget crisis while defending itself 

22 from ISIL. 

23 (7) The Kurdistan Kegional Government 

24 (KRG) is the democratically’ elected government of 

25 the Kurdistan Kegion in Iraq, and Iraqi Kurds have 
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1 been a reliable and stable partner of the United 

2 States. 

3 (8) The Iracp cionstitiition guarantees the right 

4 of Iraqi regions, such as li'aqi Kur-distan, to main- 

5 tain “internal security forces for the region such as 

6 police, security forces, and guaitls of the region”. 

7 (9) The Kurdish Peshmerga forces are officially 

8 organized under the Ministry of Peshmerga Affairs 

9 and commanded by the Minister of Peshmerga, who 

10 repords to the President of the Kurdistan Regional 

11 (lovci'iimcut. 

12 (10) TSTTj has positioned its forces along a 650- 

13 mile border with the Kurrhstan Regional (loveni- 

14 merit’s Peshmerga forces. 

15 (11) ISIL has employed ('aptured armored velii- 

16 elcs, long-rarrgc artillery, arrd heavy weapons in at- 

17 tacking thinly stretched Kurdish forces along the 

18 border. 

19 (12) United States airstiikes against ISIL tar- 

20 gets have helped stall the terrorist organization’s ad- 

21 vance on temtoiy held by Kurdish forces, but have 

22 not proven to be militarily decisive against ISIL. 

23 (13) The United States and its allies have pro- 

24 vided the resupply of various small arms and tr-ain- 

25 ing to Peshmerga for-ces since .June 2014. 
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1 (14) Such resiipply efforts, to (iomply mth 

2 United States law, must be approved and coordi- 

3 nated throng'll the (Toveminent of Iraip In the initial 

4 phase of the I'esupply effort, the Govei'imient of Iraq 

5 constrained and delayed the emergency supply of 

6 weapons to the Kurdistan Kegional Goverimient. 

7 (15) The Peshmerga forces continue to lack the 

8 arms and battle-ready armored vehicles necessarv^ to 

9 sustain significant offensive action against ISIL 

10 forces, leading to their requests for such assistance. 

11 (16) The possession of ai'inoi-cd vehicles, anti- 

12 armor weapons, long-range artillery, and other w^eap- 

13 ons is (consistent with the Kurdistan Regional (lov- 

14 ernment’s constitutional right to defend itself 

15 against the clear and present danger posed by ISIL. 

16 (17) A strong Peshmerga force is essential to 

17 countering the ISLL threat to Iraq, the region, and 

18 United States interests. 

19 (18) The longer ISIL’s sanctuarjr remains 

20 largely unchallenged, the moi'e time it will have to 

21 reinforce its positions, and plan attacks against 

22 United States interests. 

23 SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

24 It is the sense of Congi-ess that — 
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1 (1) defeating' the Islaiiiie State in Ira(i and the 

2 Levant (ISIL) is critical to maintaining a unified 

3 Iraii in whidi all faiths and ethnicities are afforded 

4 equal protection and full integration into the Iraqi 

5 government and society; 

6 (2) the people of Kurdistan face an urgent and 

7 deadly threat from ISIL 'cvhieh the Iraqi Security 

8 Forces, of whicli the Peshmerga are a, ciornponent, 

9 are currently unable to match in armaments; 

10 (3) any outstanding issues between the Govem- 

11 meut of Iraq and the Kurdistan Kcgional Govem- 

12 ment shoidd be resolved by the two parties exj^edi- 

13 tiously to allow for a resumption of normal relations; 

14 and 

15 (4) ISIL's rec'ent advancces and ciontiiiiied 

16 growth present an imminent threat to Iraqi 

17 Kurdistan, the rest of Iraq and the Middle East, 

18 and international security. 

19 SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

20 It shall be the policy of the United States to directly 

21 provide the Kurdistan Regional Government with ad- 

22 vanced conventional weapons, training, and defense serv- 

23 ices, on an emergency and temporary basis, to more cffec- 

24 tively partner 'with the United States and other inter- 
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1 national coalition nieiubers to defeat the Islamic State in 

2 Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). 

3 SEC. 4. TEMPORARY EMERGENCY AUTHORIZATION OF DE- 

4 FENSE ARTICLES, DEFENSE SERVICES, AND 

5 RELATED TRAINING DIRECTLY TO THE 

6 KURDISTAN REGIONAL GOVERNMENT. 

7 (a) In General. — The President should consult with 

8 the Governuient of Iraii in c-anAlng out the authority pro- 

9 Gded in subsection (b). 

10 (b) Autttortzatton. — 

11 (1) Military assistance. — The President is 

12 authorized to proGde defense articles, defense serv- 

13 ices, and related training- direcdly to the Kurdistan 

14 Regional Government for the pui-pose of supporting 

15 international (-oalition efforts against the Islamic 

16 State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) oi" any closcly- 

17 related successor entity. 

18 (2) Defense exports. — The President is au- 

19 thorized to issue licenses authorizing United States 

20 exporters to expoit defense articles, defense sei'viees, 

21 and related training directly to the Kurdistan Re- 

22 gional Goverimieiit. For puiqioses of processing ap- 

23 plications foi' such export licenses, the President is 

24 authoi-ized to accept End Use Certificates approved 
by the Kurdistan Regional Government. 


25 
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1 (3) Tytes op assistance . — ^Assistance aiitlior- 

2 ized under paragi’aph (1) and exiiorts authorized 

3 under paragrapli (2) may include anti-tank and anti- 

4 annor" weapons, aiinoi'ed vehicles, long-range artil- 

5 leiy, erew-seiwed weapons and ammunition, secure 

6 command and communications equipment, body 

7 armor, helmets, logistics equipment, excess defense 

8 articles and other military assistancce that the Presi- 

9 dent determines to be appropriate. 

10 (c) PetjAttonstttp to Existing Authorities; Con- 

11 uiTiONS OP Eligibility. — 

12 (1) Rrtj.\tionship to existing authopi- 

13 TIES. — ^Assistance authorized under subsecction 

14 (b)(1) and licenses for export, authorized under sub- 

15 sechion (b)(2) shall be prorided notwithstanding any 

16 eligibility requirement undci" section 3 of the iVrms 

17 Export. Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2753) or under chap- 

18 ter 2 of part 11 of the Eoi'cign iVssistancc Act of 

19 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2311 et seq.). 

20 (2) Conditions op eijgibiijty. — I n addition 

21 to such other provisions as the President may re- 

22 quire, no defense article, defense seiAice, or related 

23 training may be provided to the Kurdistan Kcgional 
Government under the authority of subsection (b)(1) 


24 
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1 or (b)(2) unless tlie Kurdistan Regional (xovermnent 

2 agi-ees that — 

3 (A) it mil not provide an}’ sudi defense ar- 

4 tide, defense service, oi' I'elated training to any- 

5 one who is not an officer, employee, or agent of 

6 the Kurdistan Regional Govcrmncnt, and 

7 (B) it mil not use or permit the use of any 

8 such defense article, defense serai c-e, or related 

9 training for puiposes other than the puiposes 

10 for which it was provided, 

11 unless the consent of the Ri'csident has first been 

12 obtained. 

13 (d) Report. — 

14 (1) In Gbnbrae. — N ot later than 60 days after 

15 the (late of the enactment of this Act, the President 

16 shall submit to the appropriate congressional com- 

17 mittees a report on the following: 

18 (A) The anticipated defense aiticles, de- 

19 tense seraices, and related training to be pro- 

20 vided under the authority of subsections (b)(1) 

21 and (b)(2). 

22 (B) A timeline for the provision of such de- 

23 


24 


fense articles, defense services, and related 
training. 
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1 ((J) A desc'-ription of ineclianisins and pro- 

2 cedures for end-use monitoring of such defense 

3 articdes, defense services, and related training. 

4 (D) How such defense articles, defense 

5 services, and related training would contribute 

6 to the foreign policy and national security of 

7 the United States, as well as impact security in 

8 the region. 

9 (2) Definition. — In this subsection, the term 

10 “appropi’iate congressional committees” means — 

1 1 (A) the Committee on Uor-cign Affairs, the 

12 Committee on Appropriations, and the Oom- 

13 udttee on Armed Ser\i('es of the House of Kep- 

14 resentatives; and 

15 (B) the Committee on Foreign Relations, 

16 the Committee on Appropriations, and the 

17 Committee on Armed Sendees of the Senate. 

18 (e) Notification. — The President should provide 

19 notification to the Govnmmeiit of Iraq prior to defense 

20 articles, defense sendees, or related training being pro- 

21 vdded to the Kurdistan Regional Government under the 

22 authority of subsection (b)(1) or (b)(2). 

23 (f) Definitions. — I n this section, the terms “dc- 

24 fense article”, “defense sendee”, and “training” have the 
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1 merining’s javen those terms in section 47 of the Arms Ex- 

2 port Control Act (22 U.S.G. 2794). 

3 (g) Termination. — The rxnthority to pnmde defense 

4 articles, defense services, and related ti'aining under sub- 

5 section (b)(1) and the authority to issue licenses for ex- 

6 ports authoil^ed under subsection (b)(2) shall tcmiinate 

7 on the date that is 3 years after the date of the enactment 

8 of this Act. 
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114th con guess 
1st Session 


H. R. 3654 


To require a report on United States strategy to combat teiTorist use of 
social media, and for other purposes. 


IX THE HOUSE OF EEPKESENTATHiES 

Sbptbmbbb, 30, 2015 

Mr. Poe of Texas (for iiimself, Mr. ShekmAN, Mr. EnGEL, and Mr. KOTCE) 
introduced the following bill; wliicli was j-eferred to the Committee on 
Foreign ilffairs, and in addition to the Committees on (he Judiciary and 
Select Intelligence (Permanent Select), for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Spealter, in each ease for consideration of such proU- 
siona as fall wltlmi the j iirisdictioii of the committee eoncerneil 


A BILL 

To reiiiiire a report on United States strategy to (‘ombat 
terrorist use of social media, and for other puiposes. 


1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 

2 fives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

4 This Act may be cited as the “Combat Terrorist Use 


5 ( )f S( )cia,l Media Act of 2 0 1 .5 ” . 
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1 SEC. 2. REPORT ON STRATEGY TO COMBAT TERRORIST USE 

2 OF SOCIAL MEDIA. 

3 (a) Tn GeneraTj. — N ot later than 90 days after the 

4 date of the enax-trnent of tliia A('t, the President shall 

5 transmit to the appropriate eongi-essional committees a re- 

6 port on United States strategy to (‘.oinbat terrorists’ and 

7 terrorist organizations’ use of social media. 

8 (b) Elements, — The report required by subsection 

9 (a) shall include the following: 

10 (1) An evaluation of what role social media 

1 1 plays in radicalization in the United States and else- 

12 where. 

13 (2) An analysis of how terrorists and terrorist 

14 organizatioiis are using social media, including 

15 trends. 

!6 (3) A summaTy of the Federal Government’s ef- 

17 forts to disrupt and counter the use of social media 
1 8 by terrorists and terrorist organizations, an evalua- 

19 tion of the sucx'ess of such efforts, and ret'ornmenda- 

20 tions for improvement. 

21 (4) A classified assessment of the intelligence 

22 value of social media posts by terrorists and terrorist 

23 organizations. 

24 (5) A classified ovendew of social media train- 

25 ing available to law enfoi'ccment and intelligence 

26 personnel that enables such personnel to understand 
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1 and combat the use of social media by teiTorists and 

2 terrorist organizations, as well as rec'.omniendations 

3 for improving or expantling existing training oppor- 

4 tunities. 

5 (c) ^hOKM. — The rcport required by subsection (a) 

6 should be submitted in sensitive but unclassified form, and 

7 rnay^ include a {‘lassified annex. 

8 SEC. 3. POLICY AND COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGY TO 

9 COUNTER TERRORISTS’ AND TERRORIST OR- 

10 GANIZATIONS’ USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA. 

11 (a) In General. — Not later than 90 days after the 

12 date of the emactment of this Acd, the President shall 

13 transmit to the appropriate congi'essional committees a re- 

14 port that contains the folloTOiig; 

15 (1) A policy that enliances the exchange of in- 

16 formation and dialogue between the Federal Govern- 
!7 ment and social media companies as it relates to the 

18 use of social media platforms by terrorists. 

19 (2) A comprehensive strategy- to counter terror- 

20 ists’ and terrorist organizations' use of social media., 

21 as eominitted to in the President's 2011 “Strategic 

22 Implementation Plan for Empowering Tjoeal Part- 

23 ners to Prevent Violent Extremism in the United 
States”. 


24 
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1 (b) Fokm. — The report required by subsection (a) 

2 should be submitted in sensitive but uncilassifiecl form, and 

3 may iiielude a classified annex. 

4 SEC. 4. APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES DE- 

5 FINED. 

6 In this Act, the term “appropriate congi-essional coni- 

7 rnittees” rtieans the (lomiriittee on Foreign Affairs, the 

8 Committee on the iVinied Services, the Committee on 

9 Homeland Security, and the Permanent Select Committee 

10 on Intelligence of the House of Representatives and the 

11 Committee on Foreign Relations, the Committee on 

12 Aimed SeiHcns, the Ccanruittee on Homeland Secairity 

13 and Governmental Affairs and the Select Committee on 

14 Intelligence of the Senate. 
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Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute 
TO H.R. 3654 

Offered by Mr. Poe of Texas 

Strike all after the eriactiirg' clause and insert the 
following: 

1 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

2 This Act may be cited as the “Combat Tcrrrjrist Use 

3 of Social Media Act of 2015”. 

4 SEC. 2. REPORT ON STRATEGY TO COMBAT TERRORIST USE 

5 OF SOCIAL MEDIA. 

6 (a) Tn Gexeb.Mj. — N ot later than 90 days after the 

7 date of the enaetment of this Act, the President shall 

8 transmit to the appropriate congi’essional committees a re- 

9 port on United States strategy to (■oirrbat terrorists’ and 

10 terTorist organizations’ use of social media. 

11 (b) Elements. — The report r’equii'ed by subsection 

12 (a) shall irrcludc the followirrg: 

13 (1) An evaluation of what role social media 

14 plays in radiealization in the United States and else- 

15 where. 

16 (2) An analysis of how terT’orists and tei'rorist 

17 orgarrizatiorrs arc usirrg social media, irrcludirrg 


trends. 



27 


2 

1 (3) A siimrnaiy of tlie Federal (xovermnent’s ef- 

2 forts to disrapt and counter the use of social media 

3 by terrorists and terrorist organizations, an evalua- 

4 tion of the success of such efforts, and leeommenda- 

5 tions for improvement. 

6 (4) An assessment of the value of social media 

7 posts by terrorists and terrorist organizations to law 

8 enforcieruent. 

9 (5) An ovei'v'iew of social media training avail- 

10 able to la,w enforcement and intelligence personnel 

11 that enables such personnel to understand and com- 

12 bat the use of social media b}^ terrorists and ter- 

13 rorist organizations, as well as re(iommenda tions for 

14 improring or expanding existing training opportuni- 

15 ties. 

16 (c) Form. — The report required by subsection (a) 

17 should be submitted in unclassified form, and may include 

18 a classified annex. 

19 SEC. 3. POLICY AND COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGY TO 

20 COUNTER TERRORISTS’ AND TERRORIST OR- 

21 GANIZATIONS’ USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA. 

22 (a) In General. — Not later than 180 days after the 

23 date of the enactment of this Act, the President shall 

24 transmit to the appropriate congi’essional committees a re- 

25 port that contains the follownng: 
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1 (1) A policy that enliances the exciiang’e of in- 

2 formation and dialogue between the Federal Govern- 

3 rnent and social media (companies as it relates to the 

4 use of social media platforms by teri-orists. 

5 (2) A comprehensive strateg}' to counter terror- 

6 ists' and tciTOiist oi'g'anizations’ use of social media, 

7 as committed to in the Presidents 2011 “Strategic 

8 Implementation Plan for Empowering Tjocril Part,- 

9 ners to Prevent Violent Extremism in the Fnited 

10 States”. 

11 (b) Form. — The report required by subscctiorr (a) 

12 should be submitted in unclassified fonu, and may include 

13 a (iassifred annex. 

14 SEC. 4. APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES DE- 

15 FINED. 

16 Irr this Act, the term “appropriate eorrgressiorral com- 

17 mittees” means the Comrrrittee on Foreign Affairs, the 

18 Committee orr the tVmied SeiTiccs, the Committee oir 

19 Homeland Security, the Committee on the Judiciary, and 

20 the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence of the 

21 House of Representatives and the Committee on Foreign 

22 Relations, the Committee on Armed SeiHces, the Coni- 

23 mittec orr Homeland Security aird Govcrrrmcrrtal i^Vffair's, 
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1 the (4)inmittee on the Jiidieiaiy, and the Select (lomiiiittee 

2 on Intelligence of the Senate. 
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Amendment to the Amendment in the 
Nature of a Substitute to H.R. 3654 
Offered by Mr. Issa of California 

In SLibsectioii (b) of section 2, redesignate para- 
graphs (4) and (5) as paragraphs (5) and (6), respec- 
tively. 

In subsection (b), inseid after paragraph (3) the fol- 
lowing: 

1 (4) An analysis of how social media is being 

2 used for ('oiinter-radicvdization and (iounter-propa- 

3 ganda pui-poses, iirespeetive of whether or not such 

4 efforts are made by the Federal (Tovernment. 

In snbse(‘tion (c) of section 2, insert before the pe- 
riod at the end the following: “in accorxlancc with the 
protection of intelligence soin’ces and methods”. 

In section 3, amend subsection (a) to read as fol- 
lows: 

5 (a) In General. — Not later than 180 days after the 

6 date of the enactment of this Act, the President shall 

7 transmit to the appropriate corrgrcssiorral committees a rc- 

8 port that contains a comprehensive strategy to counter 
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1 terrorists’ and terrorist organizations’ nse of social media, 

2 as eomniitted to in the President’s 2011 “Strategic Iniple- 

3 mentation Plan for Empowering Local Partners to Pre- 

4 vent Violent Exti'eniism in the United States”. 

In subsection (b) of section 3, insert before the pe- 
riod at the end the following: “in accordance with the 
protection of intelligence sources and methods”. 
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114th CiONOKESS 
1st Sessiok 


H. R.4154 


T(i direcit tlie President to sidimit to Congress a. time frame for file transfer 
of certauL naval vessels to Taiwan pui'siiant to section 102(b) of tlie 
Naval Vessel Transfei- Act of 2013, and foi- oilier purposes. 


IN THE HOUSE OF EEPKESENTATH^eS 

Dbcbmbek 2, 2015 

iVlr. Sherman (for liiniself, Mr. Rotor, Mr. Mnoetj, and Mr. S.m.mon) intro- 
duc.ed the following bill; which wati referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs 


A BILL 

To direct the President to submit to Congress a time frame 
for the transfer of certain nava.l vessels to Taiwan pursu- 
ant to setition 102(b) of the Naval Vessel Transfer A(;t 
of 2013, and for other purposes, 

1 Be it enacted by the Sena.te and Blouse of Bepresenta- 

2 tives of the United States of Americn in Congress assembled, 

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

4 This Act iTia,y be cited as the “Ta.iwan Na,vaJ Support 


5 Act”. 
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1 SEC. 2. TIME FRAME FOR TRANSFER OF CERTAIN NAVAE 

2 VESSELS TO TAIWAN. 

3 (a) In CIenekal. — N ot latei- than 30 days after the 

4 date of the enactment of this Act, the President shall snb- 

5 iiiit to the appropriate congTcssioiial couimittccs a time 

6 frame for the transfer of naval vessels to Taiwan pursuant 

7 to section 102(1)) of the Naval Vessel Transfer Act of 2013 

8 (Public La.w 113-276; 128 Stat. 2989). 

9 (b) Form. — The time frame required under sub- 

10 section (a) shall be submitted in unclassified fomi, but 

1 1 may contain a classified annex. 

12 (c) Feptnttton. — T n this section, the term ‘"appro- 

13 priate congressional committees" has the meaning given 

14 such term in section 1 of Public Tjaw 1 1 3-276. 
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114th (X)N()EESS 
1st Session 


H. RES. 346 


Condemning' tJie use of toxic cheinicuis as weapons in the SjTian Aral) 
Eepublic. 


IN THE HOUSE OE KEPKESENTATTVES 

June 25, 201 5 

Mr. Yoho (for liimself, Ms. Kos-Lehtinhn, Mr. Shebman, Mr. Wilson of 
South Oarolina, Mr. (.tOOK. Mr. Ktbbt.e. Mr. Issa, and Mr. OTjAWSON of 
Florida.) submitted the foikmung' resolution: wlii(!h was referred to the 
Commiilee on Foi-eign Af.Cairs 


RESOLUTION 

Condemning the use of toxic chemicals as weapons in the 
Sytian Anab Republic. 

Wliereas, as a result of over four years of eiCl war in the 
Syrian Arab Republic, Syrian deaths have climbed to 
more than 230,000 deaths, and more than 6,000,000 
Syrians havt; Ixicn displaxied; 

AVhereas the United Nations Mission to Investigate Allega- 
tions of the Use of Chemical Weapons in the Swian Arab 
Republic released its report on September 16, 2013, con- 
firming that surface-to-surface rockets containing the 
neiwe agent Sarin were used in the (xliouta area of Da- 
mascus on August 21, 2013, an attack wliicli killed over 
1,400 people according to a United States G-overnment 
assessment; 
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Wliereas tlie Org'anization for the Prohibition of (ilieniicial 
AVeapons (OPCW) Executive Council adopted a decision 
on September 27, 2013, whidi re(pure(l S 3 Tia to destroj' 
its chemical weapons program by June 30, 2014; 

Whereas a White House statement on August 18, 2014, 
tnarkiiig' the end of destruction o[)eratious on the MV 
Cape Kaj’ said that “serious questions remain with re- 
spect to the omissions and discrepancies in Sjria/s dec- 
laration to the OPCAV and about continued allegations of 
use”; 

Wliereas (iilorine gas attac'ks in northern SxTia have been re- 
peatedh’ reported since mid-April 2014; 

AWiereas although chlorine is not reipiired to be declared or 
destroyed under the Ghcmical Weapons Convciition, its 
use in warfare is still prohibited under the Convention; 

AAdiereas the OPCAA^ established a Fa(*t -Finding Mission to 
investigate allegations of the use of weaponized chlorine; 

AVliiereas in the OPCAV’s seennd report released on September 
10, 2014, the invcstigatoi-s concluded they have “compel- 
ling eoufirmation” that a toxic chemical was used “sys- 
tematically and rcpcatcdl_y” as a weapon against villages 
in northern Siaia and that “clilorine, either pure or in 
mixture” was used in attacks on the All ages of 
Talmancs, t\l Tamanah, and Kafr Zeta; 

AVliereas, on March 6, 2015, the United Nations Security 
Counch adopted ResMution 2209 (2015), (‘ondemning the 
use of clilorine gas as a weapon in Sjuia and that those 
responsible for the use of chemical weapions including 
cldoriiic must be held accountable; 

AAdiereas in a June 16, 2015, hearing of the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee, United States Permanent Representa- 



36 


3 

live to the United Nations, Sairiaiitlia, Power, testified 
that there are alarming and grave reports that the Assad 
regime has been turning' (dilorine into a (‘heiiu(ail weapon; 

Whereas Secretary of State -John Kerry stated on June 16, 
2015, that he was “ahsohiteiy certain” that the Assad re- 
gime has used chlorine against Ills peoialc; 

Whereas despite the adoption of United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 2209, the Assad regime has (iontiiiued 
its cliloriiie attacks; 

Whereas chemical weapons, including chlorine, are but one of 
the many heinous and Uolent methods uith which the 
Assad regime kills its own citizens; 

Wniereas barrel bombs dropped from helicopters are the pri- 
mary method of delivery for- the Assad regime’s chemical 
weapons; 

Wliereas the Assad regime’s (‘.ontrol over Sjuiaii airspa(*e fa- 
cilitates his regime’s use of chlorine gas against his citi- 
zens; and 

Whereas Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff CIcncral Mar- 
tin Dempsey stated in a letter to Congress that a no-fly 
zone vvoLild I'csiilt in “the near total elimination of the re- 
gime’s ability to bomb opposition strongholds and sustain 
its forces by air”: Now, therefore, be it 

1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives — 

2 (1) condemns the Assad regime for its atrocities 

3 against tlu; Syrian people, induding its use of cMo- 


4 


line as a weapon; 
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1 (2) c.oiidemns the use of any toxic*- ciierniccal, in- 

2 eluding chlorine, as a weapon in the Sytiaii Ai’ab 

3 Kepnblic*.; 

4 (3) maintains that those who have eicgaged in 

5 such unla'V’C'ful actions should be held accountable by 

6 the international community and urges the Fi'csidcnt 

7 to report to Congress on the use of chemical ^veap- 

8 Otis, including chlorine, in Syiia; 

9 ( 4) maintains that no party in Syria should use, 

10 develop, produce, acquire, stockpile, retain, or trans- 

11 fci* chemical weapons, including weapons employing 

12 chlorine; 

13 (5) c-alls on the Administration to — 

14 (A) continue offering material support to 

15 appropriate programs and indiridiials (‘-oUecting 

16 cvidciicc of the use of chemical weapons inside 

17 of Sju’ia; 

18 (B) assist in the cataloguing and preserva- 

19 tion of evidence of use and responsibility of use 

20 of chemical weapons; a.nd 

21 (C) facilitate the future transfer of eri- 

22 dence of the use of chemical wreapons to an ap- 

23 propiiatc legal forum for use in prosecuting 

24 those responsible for the illegal use of chemical 

weapons; and 


25 
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1 (6) iirg'es the international comiiranitY to estab- 

2 lish a comprehensive strategy regarding Swia which 

3 may imdude the possibilitj^ of establishing a no-fly 

4 zone in Syria. 
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Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute 
TO H. Res. 346 

Offered by Mr. Yoho of Florida 


Strike the pi'camble and insert the following: 

Whereas more than 4 years of ci\il war in the Sjaian Ai-ab 
Republic have resulted in over 250,000 deaths, more than 
6,500,000 internally displaced refugees, and at least 
4,000,000 people who have fled the country; 

Wliereas the United Nations Mission to Investigate Allega- 
tiorrs of the Use of Chemical Weaporrs irr the Syriarr Arab 
Republic r-eleased its report on September 16, 2013, con- 
firming that siirface-to-siirfac-e roc'kets containing the 
nerve agent sarin were used in the Ghouta area of Da- 
mascus on August 21, 2013, an attack which killed over 
1,400 people according to a Urrited States Govcrrrrncrrt 
assessment; 

Wlrereas the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW) Executive Coutrcil adopted a decision 
on September 27, 201 3, which r’equired Swla to destroy 
its chemical weaporrs pregrarn by Jurre 30, 2014; 

Wlrereas a Wliite House statement on August 18, 2014, 
marking the end of destruction operations on the 
Cape Ray said that “serious questions remain with re- 
spect to the omissions and discrepancies in Syria’s dec- 
laratiorr to the OPCW and about corrtirrued allcgatiorrs of 
use”; 
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Wliereas clilorine gas attacks in northern SjTia have been re- 
peatedly reported since niid-April 2014; 

Wliereas although dilorine is not recpiired to be dedared or 
destroyed under the Chemical Weapons Convention, its 
use in warfare is still prohibited under the Convention; 

Whereas the CPCW established a Faet-Fi tiding Mission to 
investigate allegations of the use of weaponized cMorine; 

Wliereas in the OPCW’s sec*-ond report released on September 
10, 2014, the investigators concluded they have “compel- 
ling confirmation” that a toxic chemical was used “sys- 
tematically and repeatedly” as a weapon against vOlages 
in northern Svaia and that “chlorine, either pure or in 
mixture” was used in attacks on the villages of 
Tahnancs, tVl Tamanah, and Kafr Zeta; 

Wliereas, on March 6, 2015, the United Nations Security 
Coiinch adopted Resolution 2209 (2015), condemning the 
use of clilorine gas as a weapon in Swia and that those 
responsible for the use of (4ienii(;al weapons indiiding 
eliloiinc must be held accountablo; 

AVliereas on August 7, 2015, the United Nations Security 
Council unanimously adopted Resolution 2235 (2015) to 
establish a Joint Investigative Mechanism of the United 
Nations and the Organization for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons (OPCW) to identily individuals, enti- 
ties, groups or Governments perpetrating, organizing, 
sponsoring or otherwise involved in the use of (Iienii(;als 
as weapons in Syria; 

Wliereas in a June 1 6, 201 5, hearing of the House Foreign 
Affaii'S Committee, the United States Pennanent Rep- 
resentative to the United Nations, Samantha Power, tes- 
tified that there are alarming and gi’ave reports that the 
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Assad regime lias been turning elilorine into a elienlieal 
weapon; 

Wliereas Seciretaiy of State John Kerry stated on June 16, 
2015, that he was “absolutely certain” that the Assad re- 
gime has used chlorine against his people; 

Whereas despite tlie adoption of United Nations Security 
Council Kesolution 2209, the Assad regime has continued 
its cMorine attacks; 

Whereas chemical weapons, including chlorine, are but one of 
the many heinous and riolent methods with wiiieh the 
Assad regime kills its own citizens; 

Whereas barrel bombs dropped from helicopters are the pri- 
maiy method of delivery for the Assad regime’s chemical 
weapons; 

Wliereas the Assad regime’s control over Swian airspace fa- 
('hitates his regime’s use of cMorine gas against his (dti- 
zens; and 

Wliereas Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (leneral Mar- 
tin Dempsey stated in a letter to Congress that a iio-tly 
zone would result in “the near total elimination of the re- 
gime’s ability to bomb opposition strongholds and sustain 
its forces by air”: Now, therefore, be it 

Strike all after the resolving clause and insert the 
following: 

That the House of Representatives — 

1 ( 1 ) condemns the Assad regime for its ati'ocitics 

2 against the Syi-ian people, including its use of chlo- 


3 


rine as a weapon; 



42 


4 

1 (2) condemns t4ie use of any toxic*- cliernical, in- 

2 eluding chlorine, as a weapon in the Sjaiaii Ai-ab 

3 Republic*-; 

4 (3) maintains that those who have engaged in 

5 such unlawful actions should be held accountable 

6 and urges the President to report to Congress on the 

7 use of chemical weapons, including oMorine, in 

8 Swia; 

9 ( 4) maintains that no party in Syria should use, 

10 develop, produce, acquire, stockpile, retain, or trans- 

11 fer chemical weapons, including weapons employing 

12 chlorine; 

13 (5) (*,alls on the Administration to — 

14 (A) continue offering material support to 

15 appropriate programs and indiriduals ccoUec'-ting 

16 evidence of the use of chemical weapons inside 

17 Syia; 

18 (B) assist in the cataloguing and preserva- 

19 tion of evidence of use and responsibility of use 

20 of chemical weapons; and 

21 (C) facilitate the future transfer of eri- 

22 dence of the use of chemical weapons to an ap- 

23 propiiatc legal foi'um for use in pi'osccuting 

24 those responsible for the illegal use of chemical 

weapons; and 


25 
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1 (6) urges the TJnited States to work witli its al- 

2 lies and partners to establish a comprehensive strat- 

3 egy regarding SjTia wliicdi may imdude the possi- 

4 bility of establisliing a no-tly zone in Syria. 
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114th (X)N(IEESS 
1st Shssioh 


H. RES. 536 


Supporting free(i((m of tlir press in Latin Anieri(!;i and the Garibbean and 
condenuiiug violations of press freedom ajid violetice against journalists, 
bloggers, and individuals exercising their right to freedom of speech. 


IK THE HOUSE OF EEPKESENTATI\H]S 

NoravtBBE. 19, 2015 

Mr. SiKKS (for himself, .Vis. Rob-Lbhttnbn, Mr. MnobTj, and .Mr. Dttncan 
of South Garolina) submitted the folliradng resolution; which was referred 
to llie Conmuttee on Foreign iVffairs 


RESOLUTION 

Snppoi’tiiig freedom of the press in Latin America and the 
Caribbean and condemning violations of press freedom 
and violence against journalists, bloggers, and indivddnals 
exercising their right to freedom of speech. 

Whereas despite the strong tradition of independent and crit- 
ical media in many countries in Latin America and the 
Garibbean, journalists in some countries are becoming in- 
creasingly vhibierable to violence and gov'ernment harass- 
ment: 

Whereas, on July 29, 2015, the Western Hemisphere Sub- 
(uimmittee coiwened a hearing titled “Threats to Press 
Freedom in the Americas” and Carlos Lamia, Senior 
Americas Program Coordinator at the Committee to Pro- 
tect .Journalists stated that “Scores of journalists have 
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been killed and disappeared. Media outlets have been 
bombed and forced into censorship. . . . Censorship due 
to Molenee in Latin Ameri(;a has reached one of its high- 
est points since most of the i-cgioi;i was dominated by 
rnilitaiy rule more than three decades ago.'t 

Whereas in 2014, Cuban authorities detained 1,817 members 
of ohdl society, 31 of whom w’ere independent journalists; 

Wliereas in Cuba, independent journalists face sustained har- 
assment, including detention and physical abuse from the 
Castro regime; 

Wliereas in Ecuador, in September 2015, the government 
took steps to close the sole press freedom monitoring or- 
ganization, Eundarnedios, for exceeding its corporate 
charter, but the government relented in the face of inter- 
national criticism and potential economic reprisals, dem- 
onstrating the value of resolutions sndi as this; 

Whereas in the countiy, forced corrections by the govermnent 
have become a means of institutional ('ensorsldp; 

Whereas according to the Committee to .Protect Journalists, 
Mexico is one of the most dangerous countries in the 
woihl for the press; 

Whereas in Mexico, over 50 journalists have been killed or 
have disappeared since 2007, at least 11 reporters have 
been killed since 2011, 4 of them i.n dii'cct reprisal for 
their work; 

AVliereas axM'.ording to the Committee to Protecd Journalists, 
at least 4 journalists have been killed in Brazil in 2015, 
many times after being tortured and haring their bodies 
mutilated; 

Whereas Evany Jose Metzker, a political blogger in the state 
of Minas (lerais who had been investigating a child pros- 
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titution ring, was found dec'apitated outside the touni of 
Padre Paraiso; 

AVliereas a(;(‘<)rding' to the Organization of Anieri(;an States 
(OAS) 2014 Annual licpoit of the lutcr-iVnieiican Cknn- 
mission on IIuTnan rights, journalists covering protests in 
Venezuela were snlyect to assaults, obsti'iiction, deten- 
tion, raids, threats, eensorsliip orders, and confiscation or 
destraction of equipment; 

Whereas, on April 21, 2015, a lawsuit within the 29th Dis- 
trict Tribunal of the Metropolitan area of Caracas 
(liarged the journal El Nacional and its Chief Editor 
Miguel Henrique Otero for “reproducing false informa- 
tion” and was forced to flee AAnezuela; 

Whereas the Honduran national human rights commissioner 
reported that 8 journalists and social communicators 
were killed as of September, eornpared udth 3 in 2013, 
and dozens of cases in which journalists reported being 
rtetims of threats and persecution; 

Whereas according to the OAS 2014 iVnuual Keport of the 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights Members 
of the media and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) 
stated the press “self-censored” due to fear of reprisal 
from oi’ganized crime or corrupt government officials; 

Whereas in Colombia, thciv were 98 incidents of violence and 
harassment against journalists, 30 were physically at- 
tac-ked, arid 45 were vd(dims of harassment or intimida- 
tion due to their reporting; 

AAdiereas members of illegal armed gr’oups sought to inhibit 
freedom of expression by intimidating, threatening, kid- 
napping, and killing journalists; 
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A\4iereas iiatioiial and international NdOs reported tliat local 
media representatives regularly practiced self-censorship 
be(^.anse of threats of rtoleiK'e from these groups; 

Whereas aecoi-ding to the OAS 2014 iVmiual Report of the 
Inter- American Commission on Unman rights, through- 
out 2014, Guatemala presented accounts of cases ol' har- 
assment and the filing of several criminal complaints 
against a newspaper that criticized the Administration; 

AVhereas according to the Department of State's Countrj^ Re- 
ports on Human Rights Practices for 2014 in Nicaragua, 
the government (‘.ontinued to nse dire(‘t and indire(;t 
means to pressure and seek to close independent radio 
stations, allegedhr for political reasoTis; 

Whereas according to the Department of State’s Country Re- 
ports on Human Rights Practices for 2014 in Argentina, 
a snr\uy released of 830 journalists throughout the <‘oun- 
tiy indicated 53 percent of respondents worked for a 
media outlet that self-censored content; and 

Whereas almost half the journalists surveyed said they sclf- 
ceiisored in their reporting on the national goverimieiit: 
Now, therefore, be it 

1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives — 

2 (1) supports a free press in Tratin America and 

3 the Caribbean and condemns violations of press free- 

4 doni and rtolence against journalists; 

5 (2) urges (countries in the region to iinpkanent 

6 recommendations from the Organization of ^.Aaier- 

7 ican States’ Office of the Special Rapporteur foi’ 

8 Freedom of Expression to its Member States; 
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1 (3) urges (‘-oiintries in Latin Arneric'.a, and the 

2 Caribbean to be vocal in condemning \iolations of 

3 press freedom, 'idolen(;e against journalists, and the 

4 culture of impunity that leads to self-censorship; 

5 (4) urges countries in Tuitin American and the 

6 Caribbean to uphold the principles outlined in the 

7 Inter-American Democratic Charter and urges their 

8 neighbors in the region to stand by the (diarter they 

9 are a party to: and 

!0 (5) urges the Lnited States Agency for Tnter- 

11 national Development and the Dcpaitineut of State 

12 to assist, when appropriate, the media in closed soci- 
eties to promote an open and free press. 

rh 


13 
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Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute 
TO H. Res. 536 

Offered by Mr. Sires of New Jersey 


Strike the pi'camble and insert the following: 

Whereas despite the strong tradition of independent and crit- 
ical media in many countries in Latin America and the 
(Jarihbean, journalists in some ('onntries are becoming in- 
creasingly ^arlrlerable to 'violence and government harass- 
ment; 

Whereas, orr July 29, 2015, the Westcrrr Hemisphere Sub- 
committee convened a hearing titled “Thr’eats to Pr-ess 
Freedom in the Americas” and Farios Lamia, Senior 
Americas Program Coordinator at the Committee to Pro- 
tect Journalists stated that "Scores of journalists have 
beerr kdlcd arrd disappcar-cd. IVlcdia outlets have bcerr 
bombed and forced into censorship. . . . Censor sliip due 
to violence in Latin America has reached one of its high- 
est points sirree most of the region 'vvas dominated by 
military laile more than thr’ee decades ago.”; 

Whereas in 2014, Cuban authorities detained 1,817 mcmbci'S 
of civil society, 31 of whom were independent journalists; 

Wliereas in Cuba, independent journalists face sustained har- 
assment, including detention and physical abuse from the 
Castro regime; 

Whereas in Ecuador, in September 2015, the govcnmicut 
took steps to close the sole press freedom monitoring or- 
ganisation, Fundamedios, for exceeding its corporate 
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(iiarter, but tlie government relented in the face of inter- 
national criticism and potential economic reprisals; 

Wliereas in the (‘onntrj', forced (corrections by the government 
have become a means of institutional censorship; 

Wliereas according to the Committee to Protect Jonrnalists, 
Mexico is one of the most dangerous countiies in the 
world for the press; 

Wliereas in Mexico, over 50 journalists have been killed or 
have disappeared since 2007, at least 11 reporters have 
been killed since 2011, 4 of them in direct reprisal for 
their work; 

Whereas according to the Committee to Protect Journalists, 
at least 4 jonrnalists have been killed in Brazil in 2015, 
many times after being tortured and having their bodies 
mutilated; 

Wliereas Evany Jose Metzker, a political blogger in the state 
of Minas Gerais who had been investigating a child pros- 
titution ring, was found dec'apitated outside the town of 
Padi'c Paraiso; 

Wliereas according to the Organization of American States 
(OAS) 2014 Annual Keport of the Intcr-tVmciican Com- 
mission on Human rights, journalists covering protests in 
Venezuela were subject to assaults, obstruction, deten- 
tion, raids, threats, ccnsorsliip oiclcrs, and confiscation or 
destruction of equipment; 

AVliereas, on April 21, 2015, a lawsuit within the 29th Dis- 
trict Tribunal of the Metropolitan area of Caracas 
charged the journal El Nacional and its Chief Editor 
Miguel Kcniiquc Otero for “reproducing false informa- 
tion” and was forced to flee AVnezuela; 
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Wliereas the Ilondm’an national linnian rights (iomniissioner 
reported that 8 journalists and social communicators 
were killed as of September, (‘ornpared with d in 2013, 
and dozens of eases in w'hieh journalists reported being 
wetims of threats and persecution; 

Whereas accoi'ding to the OAS 2014 Annual Itcport of the 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights Members 
of the media and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) 
stated the press “self-censored” due to fear of reprisal 
from orgairized crime or corrupt government officials; 

Wliereas in Coloirrbia, there were 98 incidents of violencie and 
harassment against journalists, 30 w'ere physically at- 
tacked, and 45 Avere wetims of har’assmerd, or intimida- 
tiorr due to their' reportirrg; 

Wliereas members of illegal armed groups sought to inhibit 
freedom of exiuession bjr intimidating, threatening, kid- 
napping, and killing jourmalists; 

Wliereas national and international NGOs repoided that local 
media rcpr'cscntatives r-egularly pr-aetieed self-censor'ship 
because of threats of violence from these groups; 

Wliereas aecor'ding to the OAS 2014 tVnuual Report of the 
Inter-American Commission on Human rights, through- 
out 2014, Guatemala presented accounts of cases of har- 
assment and the tiling of several criminal complaints 
against a newspaper that criticized the Administration; 

AVliereas according to the Department of State’s Country Re- 
ports on Iluiiian Rights Practices for 2014 in Nicaragua, 
the government continued to use direct and indirect 
means to prcssrir'c and seek to close independent radio 
stations, allegedly for political reasons; 
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Wliereas ac'-cording- to the Department of State’s (yoimtiy Re- 
ports on Human Eights Practices for 2014 in Ai’gentina, 
a snrcey released of 830 journalists throughout the (‘oun- 
tiy indicated 53 percent of respondents vvoihed for a 
media outlet that self-censored couteTit; and 

Whereas almost half the joumalists surveyed said they self- 
censored in their reporting on the national govermiient: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Strike all after the resohdng da, use and insert the 

following: 

That the House of Representatives — 

1 (1) supports a free press in Latin America and 

2 the (Caribbean and (iondernns violations of press free- 

3 dom and violence against journalists; 

4 (2) urges countries in the region to implement 

5 recommendations fi'om the Organization of iVrncr- 

6 ican States’ Office of the Special Rapporteur for 

7 Freedom of Expression to its Member States; 

8 (3) urges countries in Latin America and the 

9 Caribbean to be vocal in eondemrring violations of 

10 press freedom, violence against joumalists, and the 

11 culture of impunity that leads to self-censorship; 

12 (4) urges countries in the Western Hemisphere 

13 to uphold the principles outlined in the Inter-Amer- 

14 ieair Democratic Charier’ and rrrges their neighbors 
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1 in the region to stand by tlie eliarter they are a 

2 party to; and 

3 (5) urges tiie Thhted States Agency for Inter- 

4 national Development and the Department of State 

5 to assist, when appropriate, the media in closed soci- 

6 eties to promote an open and tree press. 
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Chairman ROYCE. And after recognizing myself and the ranking 
member, I’ll be pleased to recognize any members seeking recogni- 
tion to speak on these measures. 

So, we go first to H.R. 1654. This goes to the issue of the effort 
by Kurdish forces. We heard testimony in the House, from Sec- 
retary of Defense Carter and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
General Joseph Dunford. Both stated that they would be prepared 
to recommend providing direct military assistance to the Kurds and 
Sunni tribes. 

I would point out to the members that the Peshmerga is orga- 
nized under the Iraqi constitution. Their role is to safeguard Iraqi 
Kurdistan. And, in particular, the Kurds are the sole U.S. allied 
force operating on the ground against ISIS in Syria and Iraq, and 
this has allowed them to conduct ongoing coordinated offensive op- 
erations in North Eastern Syria and in Sinjar, Iraq. This offensive, 
if they’re successful ultimately, could sever control of the road con- 
necting the major ISIS-held cities of Raqqa and Mosul in Syria and 
Iraq. So, it is very much in our interest to make certain, especially 
given the significant territory and the some 8 million people under 
that territory that’s controlled by ISIS, that ISIS do not have the 
safehaven that they used to plan the attacks in Paris and that, 
frankly, inspired the attacks on the United States. And to keep 
America safe, I believe we’ve got to work with our partners on the 
ground to eliminate these sanctuaries and deny ISIS both the space 
and resources to drive additional attacks. 

For the last year and a half we’ve had one effective fighter in 
this fight. It is the 160,000 strong Peshmerga force, 30 percent of 
these battalions by the way are women fighting on the battlefields 
in their own battalions on the front lines against ISIS on a 650 
mile front. They have proven themselves as the most dedicated and 
effective force against ISIS in Iraq; not without considerable cas- 
ualties, by the way, with 8,500 killed and wounded on those front 
lines. And we’re told by our friends in the Pentagon a lot of those 
losses are caused by the fact that they’re outmatched in firepower 
in terms of the weaponry on the front lines. They are poorly armed, 
poorly equipped, especially when compared to either the Iraqi 
Army or the Iranian-backed Shia militias, or most crucially here, 
ISIS itself 

Light arms from Saddam’s rule, some of their materiel dates 
back to the Second World War, a lot of it’s Soviet-era equipment 
that will break down. This isn’t enough against an enemy that is 
determined to rip Iraq and Syria apart, butchering Iraqis, and Syr- 
ians, and now Americans. 

So, the Iraqi military remains unable to field a joint Sunni-Shiite 
force. We hope they’re able to do so in the future, but at this mo- 
ment they’re relying instead on Iranian-backed militias to fight 
ISIS. On the other hand, the Kurds in Northern Iraq are our best 
allies in the theater, the most effective local fighters against ISIS. 
And rather than fleeing from ISIS, they stand to fight with anti- 
quated weapons as they continue to share with us. 

Last month it was the Kurdish forces on the ground and the 
Americans in the air that retook Sinjar. The Kurdish forces have 
accompanied U.S. special forces on night raids, a role that will like- 
ly increase given Defense Secretary Carter’s announcement last 
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week. They would like to get those night-vision goggles, hy the 
way. 

So, this legislation would allow the United States to directly arm 
Kurdish forces so they can get the artillery, the anti-tank weapons, 
the long-lrange mortars, and the training and combat medicine 
that they need. 

This authorization, which is time-limited, would allow U.S. secu- 
rity assistance to go directly to the Kurdish Regional Government 
rather than routing it through the sectarian maze that is Baghdad, 
where they’ve yet to get the kind of heavy equipment that they 
need in this fight. 

The goal, obviously, is not Kurdish independence and we make 
that clear in the language of this legislation, but it is to get the 
needed materiels to the most active battlefront with ISIS. This is 
urgent legislation to counter the grave and direct threats ISIS 
poses to the United States, and ultimately is going to require the 
combined efforts of all Iraqis, including the Sunni tribesmen who 
have not gotten the support they desperately need from the United 
States. We met with them last week, some of their leadership, trib- 
al leadership, and certainly it’s going to require Baghdad to be in- 
clusive here to finally defeat and destroy ISIS. 

Second, we have H.R. 3654, the Combat Terrorist Use of Social 
Media Act of 2015. And I appreciate Judge Poe introducing this 
bill. It’s going to force and put the heat on the administration to 
put forward a strategy to combat terrorist use of social media, a 
strategy that the President talked about in 2011, but we haven’t 
had that strategy put forward yet. So, this is Congress weighing in 
and saying let’s have that strategy developed, because exactly 1 
week ago in San Bernardino, California we had 14 people killed, 
21 people injured by radical Islamists. And we know that these ex- 
tremists, the husband and the wife, used social media, one of them 
making a pledge on Facebook to support ISIS. 

Extremist groups have turned to Twitter, to Facebook, and 
YouTube to recruit, and it’s the strength of momentum of ISIS on 
the ground that allows them to do this, but they’re recruiting, 
they’re radicalizing, and they’re encouraging attacks on our free so- 
ciety. Social media companies have taken some steps to remove ter- 
rorist content, but it is clear that much more needs to be done. 

The administration must lay out how we will contend with these 
terrorists hijacking the social network, ironically created by the 
free and pluralistic society that they so despise for their own twist- 
ed purposes. 

And I want to thank Representative Issa for working with Rep- 
resentative Poe and the committee on changes to strengthen this 
bill, and to allow us to learn more about the ways the U.S. Govern- 
ment and the private sector are using social media to push back 
on extremist messaging. 

Then we have House Resolution 346 condemning the use of 
chemical weapons in Syria. And earlier this year. Secretary Kerry 
testified that the administration had succeeded in getting all the 
chemical weapons out of Syria. That, unfortunately, as we’ve had 
hearings here about the barrel bombs and the chemical weapons 
that are still being dropped, the first responders are telling us from 
the front lines in Syria that Assad has been pummeling his own 
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people with an unending series of bombs filled with weaponized 
chlorine, and this has been confirmed. These attacks fuel the flight 
of refugees both inside and outside of Syria, and create an environ- 
ment in which ISIS can thrive. So, members on this committee 
have long pressed for consideration of a no-fly or safe zone to stop 
the barrel bombs, the chemical weapon bombs, something this reso- 
lution addresses. 

I want to thank Representative Yoho for his leadership on this 
critical issue, and urge all members to support this resolution. 

Then we go to the Taiwan Naval Support Act. This is 4154. It’s 
been almost 1 year since the President signed into law the Naval 
Vessel Transfer Act. That’s legislation that I had authored, and we 
pushed through which authorized the President to transfer decom- 
missioned Naval vessels to Taiwan. Since then, the administration 
has failed to notify Congress of its intent to transfer these vessels, 
which has caused the U.S. Navy to delay its refurbishment and 
transfer one of the ships out of Hawaii. This is an unnecessary set- 
back, and complicates planning for Taiwan’s Navy, as Representa- 
tive Sherman has pointed out to us. And I want to thank Rep- 
resentative Sherman for introducing this measure today which will 
press the administration to submit a timeline to Congress for when 
these transfers will occur. Insuring they are timely is important to 
bolstering Taiwan’s defense and to insuring peace in the Taiwan 
Straits. 

And turning to the Press Freedom in the Western Hemisphere 
Act, I think this is a cornerstone of any democracy. It’s our obliga- 
tion to promote and protect this fundamental human right. We 
have all been troubled by the erosion of press freedoms in our own 
hemisphere at the hands of authoritarian, populist leaders and 
transnational criminal organizations to boot, so this resolution is 
an important expression of our support for the fundamental right 
to free expression, and of our belief that regional leaders and the 
OAS need to do more to condemn what in some parts is the sys- 
temic violation of press freedom. 

So, I commend Mr. Sires for introducing this resolution, and all 
who champion freedom of expression as a fundamental part of a vi- 
brant, dramatic tradition. As he says, “This resolution will cham- 
pion their cause.” So, with that said. I’ll turn to Mr. Engel, our 
ranking member. 

Mr. Engel. Mr. Chairman, thank you for calling this Markup, 
our final Full Committee Markup of 2015. Let me say again how 
proud I am of the work of the Foreign Affairs Committee and of 
our members on both sides of the aisle. This year we’ve racked up 
an impressive record of achievement, and I want to thank you, Mr. 
Chairman, for your leadership and your commitment to leaving pol- 
itics at the water’s edge. And I want to also take this opportunity 
to remind our colleagues on both sides of the aisle that today at 
5:00, from 5 o’clock to 7 o’clock in this very room the Foreign Af- 
fairs Committee is having its holiday party, and we hope that every 
member will attend. There’ll be plenty of food, and it’ll be another 
nice chance to get together. 

So, we have a raft of good measures before us today, and I’ll say 
a few words about each. I’ll start, Mr. Chairman, with your legisla- 
tion to provide defense training and equipment directly to the 
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Kurdish Regional Government. Kurdish forces in Northern Iraq 
have heen some of our closest partners in the fight against ISIS. 
They’re tough fighters getting real results, rolling back the gains 
ISIS has made. We need to make sure the Kurds have everything 
they need to defend themselves and keep the pressure on ISIS. 
They have really been loyal and true allies and friends. 

Current law requires all military assistance for the Kurds to flow 
through Baghdad. Now, this has caused some delays in the ship- 
ment of arms to Kurdish forces, and complicated efforts to supply 
the Kurds with the heavy weapons they need, including anti-tank 
missiles, armored vehicles, and long-range artillery. 

This legislation removes those roadblocks. It would authorize the 
President to provide military equipment directly to the Iraqi Kurds 
for a period of 3 years. It urges the President to continue con- 
sulting with the Iraqi Government, and it requires that the weap- 
ons provided to the Kurds be used to meet our shared goal of de- 
feating ISIS. This just makes sense. The Kurds are making 
progress, and we need to keep the wind at their backs. But while 
the Kurds are great partners and formidable fighters, they cannot 
take on ISIS all by themselves, particularly outside of the tradi- 
tional Kurdish areas of Iraq. 

At the end of the day, defeating ISIS will take the combined ef- 
forts of all Iraqis, and I want to be absolutely clear on this point; 
while the legislation is focused on supporting the Kurds, it does not 
in any way dial back America’s commitment to other Iraqi part- 
ners. It does not endorse a divided Iraq, rather it gets military 
equipment where it will do the most good more quickly, period. In 
fact, it’s imperative that we do keep working closely with Iraq’s 
Government. 

Many of us have serious questions about the performance of the 
Iraqi Army, and deep concerns about the role of Iran-backed mili- 
tias, but it’s clear that the Iraqi security forces have a central role 
to play. I know on another day we can talk about the Kurds be- 
cause I think the Kurds are people that deserve international sup- 
port, and that’s another issue to talk about later on, whether or not 
the Kurds should be trapped in an Iraq that seems spiraling, con- 
tinuing to spiral out of control. But right now, it’s very important 
that Iraqi security forces do have a central role to play. 

We should also support Christians, Yazidis, and other ethnic and 
religious minorities. Many of these groups have borne the brunt of 
ISIS terror and now want to help liberate their towns and villages. 

Finally, we should find new ways to collaborate with the Sunni 
population of Iraq. The Sunnis will play a vital role defeating ISIS, 
just as they were key to the defeat of al-Qaeda during the Iraq 
War, but they need training and equipment, so we need to work 
with the Iraqi Government to get them the support they need, and 
to make clear that they have a stake in the future of a unified Iraq. 
I know we are all aggravated over the fact that they seem to cut 
and run and let ISIS take over swaths of territory. Well, instead 
of just wringing our hands, we really need to do something about 
it. And this, I believe, will. 

Next, I’ll turn to Mr. Poe and Mr. Sherman’s bill to Combat the 
Use of Social Media by Terrorist Groups. I’m very proud to cospon- 
sor this legislation. Perhaps the most searing images we’ve seen of 
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ISIS are of Jihadi John, as he was known, standing over the bodies 
of his victims, images and videos that ISIS blasted around the 
world on social media. Thankfully, we don’t have to worry about 
him any more, but whether on Twitter or YouTube, terrorist groups 
continue to take full advantage of social media to spread their mes- 
sage of violence and hatred. With the click of a button, groups like 
ISIS can use these platforms to broadcast video of their heinous 
acts, solicit foreign fighters, and radicalize vulnerable people 
around the world. 

We need a strategy to push back against terrorists use of social 
media to foster greater collaboration between government and pro- 
vide sector companies, and to help identify and stop terrorist activi- 
ties online. This bill calls for that strategy and will help us take 
on ISIS and other groups on the virtual battlefield. I urge all of my 
colleagues to support it. 

Moving on. I’m happy to support this Taiwan Naval Support Act 
sponsored by Mr. Sherman, the ranking member of our Sub- 
committee on Asia and the Pacific. I’m a strong supporter of Tai- 
wan, and I think Taiwan needs to maintain a strong defense. Near- 
ly a year ago, the Naval Vessel Transfer Act was signed. This bill 
authorized the sale of four guided missile frigates to Taiwan. Tai- 
wan is ready to buy at least two of them, and restoration is under- 
way, but Congress has yet to be notified of a transfer. 

Now, in my view we should be seeing even more regular trans- 
fers of equipment that would help shore up Taiwanese security. I 
know sales to Taiwan are always a touchy issue because our deal- 
ings with China are sensitive. We don’t want to derail our work 
with China on issues of mutual concern, but our desire not to upset 
Beijing shouldn’t come at the expense of Taiwan security. 

This bill would require the President to commit to a timeline for 
these sales, and communicate that timeline to Congress. It 
wouldn’t force a deadline, but it would let us know that these sales 
are on track. We owe at least this much to our friends and partners 
in Taiwan. I support this legislation and urge my colleagues to do 
the same. 

I also want to voice my support for Mr. Yoho’s resolution con- 
demning the use of chemical weapons in Syria, and I thank him 
for his work on this measure. Two years ago, the world was 
shocked when the Assad Regime killed 1,400 of its own people, in- 
cluding hundreds of children in a chemical weapons attack in the 
outskirts of Damascus. 

In response to pressure from the international community, in- 
cluding the threat of force from the U.S., the Assad Regime agreed 
to give up all of its chemical weapons and join the Chemical Weap- 
ons Convention. But even before I wrote the Syria Accountability 
Act a decade ago, I never trusted Assad to keep his word. And true 
to form, he hasn’t lived up to the letter or spirit of what he prom- 
ised to do. 

Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen partnered with me on the Syria 
Accountability Act when few knew about Assad, but we knew about 
Assad. And we knew that Assad was a negative force in the region, 
to say the least. 

Many experts believe that Assad failed to declare all of his 
banned chemical weapons to the international community. And we 
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know for a fact that the regime has increasingly used chlorine as 
a chemical weapon, which is prohibited under the Chemical Weap- 
ons Convention. 

This resolution condemns the Assad Regime’s use of chlorine as 
a chemical weapon, calls for those involved in this unlawful activity 
to be held accountable, and urges the administration to support ef- 
forts to collect evidence of the use of chemical weapons in Syria. 

And lastly, let me thank Mr. Sires for offering this resolution 
supporting press freedom in Latin America and the Caribbean, and 
condemning violence against journalists. I am deeply troubled that 
the freedom of the press is under grave threat in some countries 
right here in our neighborhood. We hear a great deal from regional 
leaders in the Americas when electoral democracy is at risk, and 
I appreciate this. Unfortunately, we hear too little about the subtle 
challenges to democracy, particularly violations of press freedom. 

When the Ecuadorian Government threatened to close down 
Punta Medeos earlier this year. Chairman Royce and I strongly 
condemned the effort. Fortunately, President Correa relented in the 
face of international condemnation, but this is just one example. 
Violence against journalists has become a scourge in the Americas. 
Being a journalist in Colombia, Mexico, and Honduras is a very 
dangerous business. Of course, there is no press freedom in Cuba. 
Venezuela is also a worry, and a country that represses freedom; 
although, the election held there a few days ago gives us pause for 
hope. 

This resolution shines a light on the problem and urges these 
governments to do more to provide protection to those journalists 
under threat, and I’m pleased to support it. 

So, once again, Mr. Chairman, thank you for your leadership and 
for bringing all these measures forward today. I yield back. 

Chairman Royce. Thank you, Mr. Engel. We now go to Ileana 
Ros-Lehtinen, and any other members who are seeking recognition, 
but Ileana Ros-Lehtinen from Florida. 

Ms. Ros-Lehtinen. Thank you so much, Mr. Chairman and 
Ranking Member Engel for convening this Markup, and bringing 
up all of these important measures in front of our committee in a 
bipartisan manner as you always do. 

I would also like to express my strong support for House Resolu- 
tion 536 introduced by my dear friend, Albio Sires, of which I am 
the lead Republican sponsor. Freedom of expression is under attack 
in Latin America. We’ve seen it in Venezuela where the Maduro re- 
gime has used intimidation and control of the media to repress the 
opposition. Courageously, the opposition was able to beat the odds 
and took control of the legislature by a super majority just this 
past weekend. I congratulate the Venezuelan people on their tre- 
mendous win, but there’s still a long road ahead. 

We need all political prisoners to be released immediately, in- 
cluding pro-democracy advocate, Leopoldo Lopez. In Nicaragua, Or- 
tega just forced through a new sovereignty security law that could 
be used to further harass and intimidate the people in the media 
to impede freedom of expression. I worry that Ortega will use this 
as yet another tool to clamp down on civil society and silence the 
media as we approach next year’s Presidential election. 
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In Cuba, as both of you have pointed out, the Castro regime con- 
tinues to control all print and broadcast media, and blocks and cen- 
sors the internet. The regime also threatens, beats, jails, and tor- 
tures any perceived opposition, intimidating the Cuban people into 
self-censorship. Cuba has long been infamous for these tactics, but 
we also see in Venezuela, Nicaragua, Bolivia, Ecuador many like- 
minded dictatorships in Latin America. Regimes that want to con- 
trol the flow of information to stay in power, repress any dissent 
before their survival is threatened, employ these tactics. 

It’s crucial that we as a country continue to speak out against 
these tactics and that we do everything that we can to stand up 
for this fundamental human right to express freely one’s views. So, 
I thank Albio for offering his important resolution. I offer my full 
support, and I urge my colleagues to do the same. 

I also want to thank my friend and colleague from Florida, Dr. 
Ted Yoho, for introducing House Resolution 346, condemning Assad 
for committing mass atrocities and for the use of chemical weapons, 
including chlorine barrel bombs. 

I was an original cosponsor of this measure, and I fully support 
it. This important resolution reminds us all of the grim reality and 
the true nature of the Assad regime. The idea that Assad should 
be part of a political solution, or that he can be a partner in the 
war against ISIS, and the war against terror, is appalling. Assad’s 
ruthless tactics and wanton disregard for human rights and the 
sanctity of life has been a key reason why the Syrian conflict has 
been so devastating, and why ISIS has grown dramatically. 

Assad’s actions have led to the deaths of over 220,000 Syrians. 
Because of Assad, we have millions of refugees fleeing into the 
Middle East and Europe destabilizing these regions and taxing 
their resources. 

In July, the Wall Street Journal reported that U.S. intelligence 
agencies concluded that the Assad regime did not give up all of its 
chemical weapons, and now some reports suggest that ISIS may be 
in possession of chemical weapons, as well. And what has been the 
punishment from the international community for Assad’s decep- 
tion? Nothing. So, if the international community is not willing to 
punish Assad for using chemical weapons, and then lying about de- 
stroying all of its stockpiles, what faith do we have in keeping the 
Iranian regime accountable for its nuclear weapons program? This 
is a very dangerous situation, Mr. Chairman, and I believe that it 
is not receiving the attention it merits, so that’s why I thank my 
Florida colleague. Dr. Yoho, for bringing this bipartisan resolution 
forward. I urge my colleagues to support this measure, and con- 
demn the use of chemical weapons. 

Thank you so much, Mr. Chairman and Ranking Member. 

Chairman ROYCE. Thank you, Ileana. We now go to Mr. Brad 
Sherman of California. 

Mr. Sherman. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We’re considering five 
excellent bills here today. They’re commonsense, they’re bipartisan, 
and that reflects the leadership that the chair and the ranking 
member have brought to this committee. 

I’ll address three of those bills. First, the Taiwan Naval Support 
Act. I want to thank the chairman for bringing up this bill, which 
we put together with a lot of input from others. And I want to 
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thank the chairman, ranking member, and Mr. Salmon, the chair- 
man of the Asia Subcommittee for cosponsoring the bill. 

When we look at the East and South China Sea, we see China 
becoming more aggressive. Already, we are spending tens or hun- 
dreds of billions of dollars on research, procurement, planning, and 
deployment designed to confront China. That invariably creates 
risks for the United States, and most of that is focused on 
uninhabited islets. In contrast, look at Taiwan. What is at stake is 
not uninhabited reefs but the entire country. And Taiwan is not 
asking us for deployment, or to spend money. They are simply ask- 
ing for the tools to defend themselves. 

When it comes to these frigates the time has come to transfer the 
frigging frigates. We should be helping Taiwan defend 

Mr. Connolly. Is that a technical term, Mr. Sherman? 

Mr. Sherman. Yes, it is, and it’s in the statute with a page and 
a half of definition. Yes. 

When it comes to helping Taiwan defend itself, I think it should 
be classified as a major non-NATO ally, and I offered an amend- 
ment back 15 years ago to do just that. If that had passed, we 
wouldn’t even need, I think, to prod the administration as we do 
now. 

In 1979, the Taiwan Relations Act was signed into law, and it 
requires the United States to make available to Taiwan such de- 
fense articles as may be necessary to enable Taiwan to maintain 
sufficient defense capacities, self-defense capacities. 

In December 2014, this Congress passed the Naval Vessel Trans- 
fer Act, and authorized the sale of four frigates to Taiwan, and the 
President signed that bill into law. Taiwan has indicated it’s ready 
to purchase two frigates out of the four. It has the money to do so. 
It faces a budgetary deadline at the end of 2015, and it’s time for 
the administration to move forward with this transfer. 

What this bill does is requires the administration to give Con- 
gress a timeline. I hope they transfer the frigates before they give 
us the timeline. That would be a very good timeline. 

Next, I’m pleased to join with Mr. Poe as the lead Democratic 
sponsor of the Combat Terrorist Use of Social Media Act. Three 
things about the bill. The State Department’s current strategy for 
countering ISIS and other extremist groups online is obviously not 
working. That’s not my opinion, that’s the State Department’s in- 
ternal opinion which concluded in June of this year, when it comes 
to the external message, our narrative is being trumped by ISIS. 
We are losing a popularity contest to people that behead women. 

Public information also shows the State Department’s strategy 
isn’t working. The Think Again Turn Away Twitter campaign has 
24,000 followers. In order to reach out to those who might be 
swayed by ISIS, you’re going to need a much bigger following. This 
bill requires the State Department to reassess their approach and 
come up with a better, more effective strategy. 

Second, I’m hoping that this bill will prod the State Department 
to hire experts in Islamic theology, and in Islamic jurisprudence. 
Not everybody they hire has to be a graduate of an Ivy League 
school, or a top American school. We need just a couple of folks 
over there, graduates of Al-Azhar University in Egypt. I’m not say- 
ing the State Department can issue a fatwa, but somebody at the 
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State Department should be paid because they’re an expert at 
knowing who should be issuing a fatwa, and how to make our argu- 
ments consistent with all of the intricacies of Islamic law, and Is- 
lamic jurisprudence. 

Finally, the social media companies have played a role in this. 
I believe Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter have a responsibility to 
make sure that their platforms are not used by terrorists. 
Facebook, YouTube, and with some prodding from members of this 
committee, Twitter, have made changes to take down bad content, 
but that won’t work effectively if the State Department isn’t identi- 
fying the bad content. The only thing worse than playing Whac-A- 
Mole is to not whack the moles. And every time one of these ter- 
rorist sites pops up, we should get it before the intended audience 
and have it taken down before the intended audience. So, I look 
forward to the passage of the legislation and to a much better 
strategy from the State Department. 

Finally, as far as arming the Kurdish regional government, it’s 
about time. We wouldn’t have to do it if Baghdad had been reason- 
able, but if Baghdad had been reasonable we wouldn’t even have 
ISIS to begin with. I yield back. 

Chairman ROYCE. Thank you. We go now to Mr. Dana Rohr- 
abacher of California. 

Mr. Rohrabacher. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and 
again I appreciate your leadership on these issues that are of vital 
importance to the security of our country and the peace of the 
world. 

Number one, obviously, we need to move forward as quickly as 
possible. It’s long overdue of helping our friends, the Kurds, who 
are bearing the brunt of this whole battle against radical Islam in 
that part of the world at this time. Certainly, we need to combat 
terrorists use of the social media, and certainly our friends in Tai- 
wan, if they have the money and they want to buy our frigging frig- 
ates, we should be able to make sure we provide it for them. And, 
of course, supporting press freedom in Latin America is vitally im- 
portant because you have forces at play that can be combated with 
an informational combat rather than physical combat. And we 
should be part of that competition. 

But let me note to this condemnation of toxic chemicals by the 
Syrian regime. There’s no doubt the Syrian regime is a murderous 
regime, it’s a brutal regime. They’re tyrannical, they’re corrupt, 
blah, blah, blah. The Assad regime is the last Baathist regime of 
the region, but let us be honest about what’s going on here. There 
is an uprising going on in Syria. 

I will tell you, I don’t know any of the regimes in that part of 
the world that would not be as murderous and as brutal in sup- 
pressing, they might not use chemical weapons, but they will kill 
as many civilians as they need to maintain their power. In that 
part of the world, an uprising against a regime is the equivalent 
of World War II to them. They know if they lose, they lose every- 
thing. 

Now, I’m not excusing the use of chemical weapons or the killing 
of civilians, but remember collateral damage is what we’re talking 
about here. And we, ourselves, understand a certain level of collat- 
eral damage when you are at war. The Assad regime, which is a 
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tyrannical regime like our other allies in that region, know that if 
they lose an uprising they will he killed. And yes, we hope that col- 
lateral damage in our own troops is kept to a minimum, but we 
also know that during World War II when we were threatened, we 
carpet bombed the cities of Germany and Japan. We incinerated 
about tens of thousands of civilians in order to end that war, and 
we did that. So, number two, I would hope that we understand that 
we’re not going to be hypocritical here by claiming that Assad is 
so bad as compared to everybody else. He’s not. He’s tyrannical, 
he’s horrible, but he is no different in terms of the brutality that 
he would rain upon his people as any other regime that is allied 
with us in that region. 

And, finally, let me just note that I disagree with my good friend, 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen on the point that Assad is causing all of these 
people to flee. It’s not Assad that’s causing it, it’s ISIL. You have 
a new force moving across that part of the world, and without 
them, and I believe even without Assad in there, that force in that 
part of the world would be creating this refugee flow from Lybia, 
from Africa, and from that part of the world. So, I would have to 
say that — and one last note on this condemnation of toxic chemi- 
cals. It also says we should be open to the idea of a no-fly zone. 
What you’re saying there is yes, we should be open to the idea that 
American airplanes will shoot down Russian airplanes, Russian 
military aircraft. I think that we need to do a lot of thinking before 
we approve anything like that; although, the actual resolution just 
says we should be looking at alternatives, including that. But do 
we really want to send American airplanes there to do combat with 
Russian military aircraft in order to bring Assad down, in order to 
create a more benevolent regime, which may end up being imme- 
diately overthrown like what happened with Qaddafi by racial Is- 
lamic forces. This is a very complex area, and it’s a complex fight. 
Let’s make sure that we’re being honest with ourselves in our anal- 
ysis of what’s going on. 

And thank you very much. I will be voting with you, Mr. Chair- 
man, if these are en bloc, but I stated my objections. And I cer- 
tainly support everything in all the rest of the amendments. 

Chairman ROYCE. Thank you, Mr. Rohrabacher. Now we go to 
Mr. Albio Sires of New Jersey. 

Mr. Sires. Thank you. Chairman Royce, Ranking Member Engel, 
and the staff for their support of promoting democratic values 
around the world, and their efforts to markup this bill. 

I want to thank my good friend, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, for serving 
as the Republican lead on this legislation. And my colleague. 
Chairman Jeff Duncan, for his leadership on this issue. 

Freedom of expression is the cornerstone of any democratic na- 
tion. It is the number one tool to hold people and governments ac- 
countable for their actions. In recent years, many organizations 
dedicated to freedom of speech and advancing civil societies have 
been trying to bring attention to the deterioration of press freedom 
in parts of the Western Hemisphere, specially Latin American and 
the Caribbean. 

Cuba has consistently been characterized as having one of the 
most repressive media environments in the world with the Castro 
regime controlling all aspects of the print and electronic media. 
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Venezuela and Ecuador have harassed and fined the media, shut 
down their operations, and even physically attacked journalists 
who are trying to expose the state-sponsored crackdown against 
peaceful political dissenters. 

In other countries, such as Mexico and Honduras, an increase in 
drug-related violence and worsening security situations are cre- 
ating a culture of impunity, allowing violence against journalists 
and press institutions to go unpunished. As a child in Cuba, I wit- 
nessed the deterioration of Democracy as the Castro regime took 
over the island and systematically destroyed all aspects of freedom 
of speech and expression. 

There is a strong connection between a country’s democratic val- 
ues and the freedom afforded to their press. Working to preserve 
freedom of speech and pushing back against those who seek to 
quiet their dissenters should be a top priority when engaging our 
neighbors in the region. That is why I introduced H.R. 536, a reso- 
lution condemning violations of press freedom and violence against 
journalists, bloggers, and individuals exercising their right to free- 
dom of speech. 

This resolution condemns these violations, and urges countries in 
the region to implement the recommendations of member states 
made by the Organization of American States Office of Special 
Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, and urges our administra- 
tion to assist the media in closed societies to promote free press. 

I thank the committee for their time, and I’d urge my colleagues 
to support H.R. 536. 

Chairman ROYCE. Thank you, Mr. Sires. We now go to Mr. 
Chabot. 

Mr. Chabot. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I will be brief. I support 
all the resolutions. I’ll just comment on two of them. 

One, I certainly support the — with respect to Kurdistan, I think 
it’s embarrassing how long it’s taken the administration basically 
to arm those people that have been willing to stand up to these 
murderous miscreants of ISIS. And it reminds me a bit of Ukraine 
where we’ve been embarrassingly delayed in helping those people 
who need help in standing up to Putin’s bullies over there. 

And relative to Mr. Sherman’s frigging frigates bill, I totally sup- 
port him there. I was one of the founding Members of the Congres- 
sional Taiwan Caucus, and it’s ridiculous how long it’s taken to get 
this to happen. And following pretty closely what’s going on in Tai- 
wan, there’s a lot of speculation there that the most recent delay 
has been related to the administration’s not wanting to offend or 
upset President Xi of China who the Obama administration has be- 
lieved that they need the support, and the assistance, and the co- 
operation, and their global warming/climate change conference in 
Paris. And, of course, they were very quick to announce the co- 
operation that we have with China, everything down the road, 
nothing up front. You know, we’re supposed to do this stuff up 
front, which is going to affect our economy and if passed, which it 
won’t, but if it did pass, we’d kill an awful lot of jobs here in the 
United States. But they push this stuff, they work with Xi. It looks 
like we’re cooperating, but everything China does is way out in the 
future. Everything we do would be now. But a lot of speculation in 
Taiwan that that’s what the most recent delay on this frigates is. 
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they didn’t want to upset President Xi. But I commend Mr. Sher- 
man for pushing this, and will support all these measures. I yield 
back. 

Ms. Ros-Lehtinen. Thank you so much. Mr. Connolly is recog- 
nized. 

Mr. Connolly. Thank you, Madam Chairman. 

I support all five bills in front of us today, and commend both 
the chairman and ranking member and their respective staffs for 
bringing bipartisan legislation before us. 

Two I’d like to just highlight briefly. One is H.R. 1654, author- 
izing the direct provision of defense articles to the Kurds, to the 
Kurdistan Regional Government. We need to do this. The only 
thing succeeding on the ground in that region that we’ve invested 
in is the Peshmerga. They’re willing to fight, and they’ve got suc- 
cesses. And we ought to be supportive of them as robustly as we 
possibly can, and that’s why this bill, I think, is so important. 

Whatever reluctance there’s been in the past well, we’ve got to 
go through the central government of Baghdad and so forth, we 
can’t afford to do that. They’re effective, they’re willing to fight, 
they’re willing to take the risk, all they need is our assistance. And 
I think we need to provide it, and I’m happy to support this bill. 

And the second bill I want to highlight, as the Co-Chair of the 
Taiwan Caucus, I agree with the sentiments that have been ex- 
pressed with respect to H.R. 4154, the Taiwan Naval Support Act. 
This is about us keeping our commitment pursuant to the Taiwan 
Relations Act. It’s not about tweaking somebody else, or trying to 
provoke. It’s about keeping our commitment so that Taiwan has 
the ability to defend itself. And this is a modest effort, and it’s been 
going on, as Mr. Chabot said, way too long. And I might add, the 
reluctance to provoke Beijing is a bipartisan reluctance in terms of 
White Houses, and it’s time we move on. 

Beijing needs to understand we’re going to keep our commitment 
with respect to the Taiwan Relations Act. This is not aimed at 
them, it’s not to provoke them, but we have a commitment, a statu- 
tory commitment, and we want to keep it. We’re only talking about 
four frigates of the Oliver Hazard Perry Class, hardly something 
that’s a threat to somebody else in the region, but definitely de- 
signed to help a country or a nation defend itself. And that’s all 
we’re doing here. I support the legislation as long overdue. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I yield back. 

Chairman RoYCE. Thank you, Mr. Connolly. Judge Ted Poe of 
Texas. 

Mr. PoE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I want to thank the 
chair, ranking member, and especially my friend, Mr. Connolly 
from Virginia for helping get the Foreign Aid Transparency and Ac- 
countability Act to the House floor last night, passed the House by 
voice vote unanimously, and hopefully the Senate will take this bill 
up. As the chair knows, this bill passed the House 4 years ago in 
December, and the Senate blocked it, so maybe we can get some 
accountability with the State Department and Foreign Affairs. 

I want to echo also what Mr. Connolly mentioned about the 
Kurds. It’s ironic that when ISIS first started their battle with the 
Iraqi troops, the Iraqi troops cut and ran, left American equipment 
on the battlefield. ISIS took that equipment, including tanks and 
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trucks, and every type of weapon you can come up with. It seems 
only fair that we get the same kind of equipment to the Kurds who 
are now fighting ISIS with the equipment that we sent the Kurds 
who left it there on the battlefield. So, I think that we — I support 
this bill with helping out the Kurds. 

The bill I really want to talk most about is the bill that my 
friend, Mr. Sherman, and I are cosponsoring, and that’s the social 
media bill, that terrorist organizations have used social media, and 
it’s exploded over the last few years. A recent Brookings Institution 
found ISIS has 40,000 Twitter accounts, and they use these ac- 
counts for not only propaganda, not only to recruit, but also to 
raise money for their terrorist organizations. 

Al-Qaeda affiliate A1 Shabab live-tweeted its attack on a Kenyan 
mall that killed 72 people. The recipes for bombs used in the Bos- 
ton marathon attacks were published in al-Qaeda’s Inspire Maga- 
zine online. Al-Qaeda branch in Yemen known as AQAP held a 
press conference on Twitter allowing users to submit questions that 
were answered by a terror group and posted back on Twitter the 
following week. 

In October, ISIS issued a new instruction manual on how terror- 
ists can use social media, so they can pull up the instruction man- 
ual on social media and read about how to use social media to fur- 
ther their activities. There are between 27 and 31,000 foreign fight- 
ers in foreign countries, 86 countries. That’s double the number 
from last year. 

The FBI says that instead of terrorists now having to go to Syria 
or Iraq to train, all they have to do is log on and get online train- 
ing. That is quite disturbing. 

Since March 2014, 71 people in the United States have been 
charged with crimes related to ISIS. They don’t fit any ethnic pro- 
file. There’s a trio of teenagers, siblings from Chicago, former Air 
Force mechanic in his late 40s from New Jersey, and a mother of 
two from Philadelphia. But nearly all of them had spent hours on- 
line voicing their support for ISIS, and later were arrested on their 
online posts after that drew the attention to the FBI. 

The Federal Government does not have a strategy to counter this 
problem of online radicalization. In 2011, the administration ac- 
knowledged terrorists’ use of social media and promised a strategy 
to prevent online radicalization. We don’t have that strategy. This 
legislation says let’s come up with a strategy to prevent terrorist 
groups, foreign terrorist groups using social media. 

Facebook and YouTube have done a pretty good job of bringing 
down these sites. Twitter has not. This bill, H.R. 3654 to combat 
terrorists use of social media, requires the President to come up 
with a strategy. A suggested protocol would be the same strategy 
that social media companies use to bring down child pornography 
sites. They have a strategy, a protocol fiiat works to bring down 
these sites. It would seem to me they could use the same strategy, 
the same protocol to bring down these terrorist sites. 

And just to be clear, a foreign terrorist organization does not 
have a constitutional right under the First Amendment. That’s al- 
ready been ruled in Holder v. Humanitarian Law Project in 2010. 
If it’s a foreign terrorist organization, the constitution doesn’t pro- 
tect those foreign terrorist organizations from using social media to 
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radicalize, to preach their propaganda, and to raise money, and I 
support this bill. 

Thanks again, Mr. Sherman, and I support all the other bills, as 
well. I yield back, Mr. Chairman. Thank you. 

Chairman RoYCE. Thank you, Mr. Poe. Lois Frankel of Florida. 

Ms. Frankel. Thank you, Mr. Chair, and I thank the ranking 
member, and all my colleagues who brought these good bills and 
resolutions, which I will support. And I want to add my voice to 
my colleagues who have pretty much said what I feel about Bashar 
al-Assad, which he is a scourge to humanity. And to me, it doesn’t 
matter whether there’s anyone better or worse than him. He needs 
to be condemned for what he’s going. 

But moving on, I wanted to make a comment. You know, yester- 
day, one of the Presidential candidates whose name I will not pro- 
mote, he called on our country as a way of combating terrorism to 
ban Muslims from entering the country. Not only were his remarks 
unfair, and prejudicial, and contrary to our American values and 
way of life, those remarks were dangerous, they were inflam- 
matory, they serve to further pit the United States against the 
Muslim world at a time when we need allies in that arena who will 
fight with us and join with us to destroy the terrorists that would 
take away our lives and our way of life. 

And that’s why I am very proud to be here today, Mr. Chair, 
with my colleagues as we are showing our constituents and the 
American people that there are sensible efforts that we can make 
to combat terrorism, while maintaining our respect, our dignity, 
and our American values. And I’m honored to support these efforts 
today, and I yield back. 

Chairman RoYCE. Thank you, Lois Frankel. We now go to Mr. 
Jeff Duncan of South Carolina. 

Mr. Duncan. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And I want to align my- 
self with the comments of Judge Poe from Texas on H.R. 1654, 
arming the Kurds. And I would encourage anyone that hasn’t trav- 
eled to Erbil to meet with the Kurdish leaders and understand 
these noble people, I would encourage that because we need to arm 
them. They’ve been a strong ally in the region. 

I also want to align myself with the comments that Judge Poe 
made on 3654 about the use of social media. And I’m glad we’re 
taking that bill up in this particular committee hearing Markup. 

As cosponsor of H.R. 536 with Congressman Sires, I want to 
raise my voice in support of it, and thank the ranking member of 
the Western Hemisphere Subcommittee for his efforts and passion 
on the issue of press freedoms in the Americas. The ability to speak 
openly without censure or fear of reprisal is a hallmark of free peo- 
ples everywhere, and the freedom of the press is critical to sus- 
taining Democracy and the Rule of Law. 

In July, the Western Hemisphere Subcommittee held a hearing 
to examine the threats to press freedoms in the Americas, and we 
heard testimony of severe government repression and outright tar- 
geting of journalists by Cub^a, Venezuela, and Ecuador, and the ter- 
rible impact to journalists from organized crime, corruption, and 
impunity in other countries in the region. 

According to Reporters Without Borders, 2015 World Press Free- 
dom Index, only three countries in the Western Hemisphere man- 
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aged to score in the top 20 of 180 countries documented, and those 
were Canada, Jamaica, and Costa Rica. Notoriously, Mexico and 
Cuba were among the worst offenders in the Western Hemisphere 
listed in that report. In addition to these countries, Ecuador, Hon- 
duras, and Peru all received the worst press freedom scores in over 
a decade from Freedom House. So, all in all, it’s important for the 
United States to promote freedom of the press, and this resolution 
is an important step in doing that. I fully support it as Chairman 
of the Western Hemisphere Subcommittee. And with that, I yield 
back. 

Chairman RoYCE. We’ll go now to Joaquin Castro of Texas. 

Mr. Castro. Thank you. Chairman. And I, too, echo the senti- 
ments that these are five very good pieces of legislation before us 
today, and I’d like to quickly address three of them. 

The first one is H.R. 1654 with respect to arming the Kurds. 
What I appreciate most about this piece of legislation is that it rep- 
resents the United States Congress taking an active role in shaping 
our policy in the war on terror, and the war against ISIS. For too 
long, I think this Congress has been both a spectator and a Mon- 
day morning quarterback when it comes to dealing with the war 
on terror. We have to take action. We have to eventually pass an- 
other AUMF for the President. So thank you. Chairman, for bring- 
ing this piece of legislation forward. 

The second one is that by Chairman Poe, H.R. 3654 to combat 
terrorist use of social media. We understand that there are many 
components to the war on terror, but to really win this war, we 
have to stop these folks from communicating their message and in- 
spiring people to commit heinous acts in the United States and 
other parts of the world. It’s important that our social media com- 
panies partner with us in that endeavor. So, thank you to Chair- 
man Poe for that. 

And then, finally, H. Res. 536, supporting press freedom in Latin 
America. Thank you to my colleague, Albio Sires, for that. When 
you think about what’s going on in places like Cuba, 31 journalists 
detained in 2014 in Venezuela with the rough few years that 
they’ve had under President Maduro, and also in Mexico where 
dozens of journalists have been hurt, injured, or killed not only 
sometimes by the government there, or governments, whether it’s 
the Federal Government or the local governments, but also by 
those involved in the drug trade. So, this is not just an issue of pro- 
tecting the press from state action or government action, but also 
asking the governments in these countries to make sure that jour- 
nalists are being protected from private actors, from criminals. So, 
Albio, thank you for this piece of legislation. I yield back. 

Chairman RoYCE. Mr. Ted Yoho of Florida. 

Mr. Yoho. Thank you. Chairman Royce and Ranking Member 
Engel. I have an amendment in the nature of a substitute that up- 
dates the numbers of the Syrian death and refugees, as well as a 
few other points to H. Resolution 346. 

This resolution is extremely important as it condemns the Assad 
regime for the atrocities against the Syrian people despite the 
adoption of the United Nations Security Council Resolution 2209, 
including the use of barrel bombs which are made up of liquid chlo- 
rine as a weapon placed in 55-gallon drums filled with scrap metal. 
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TNT, and dropped in residential neighborhoods at night on their 
own people. 

The civil war in Syria has been raging for over 4 years resulting 
in over 250,000 deaths, six and a half million internally displaced 
refugees, at least 4 million people have fled that country. This has 
led to the largest displacement of people since World War II, cre- 
ating a refugee crisis not just seen in Syria and the Middle East, 
but in the world. This has facilitated ISIS’ growing strength in ter- 
rorist activity. 

As recently as last June, Samantha Power testified before this 
committee that there are serious and alarming reports that Assad 
has been turning chlorine into a chemical weapon via the barrel 
bombs. This resolution condemns this abhorrent behavior, and 
urges the United States and her allies and partners to seek a com- 
prehensive strategy in Syria. 

If we are serious about bringing this civil war to an end, I urge 
unanimous support for this large bipartisan- supported resolution, 
for a period of 4 years is way too long for there not to be a plan 
to stop this atrocity. And thanks again to Chairman Royce, Rank- 
ing Member Engel, Eddie Acevedo, Tom Sheehy, and on the For- 
eign Affairs Committee, their staff and our team, Jimmy Walsh, 
and all who have helped with this resolution. And I yield back. 
Thank you. 

Chairman Royce. Thank you, Mr. Yoho. Do any other members 
seek recognition? 

Hearing no further requests, the question occurs on the items 
considered en bloc. All those in favor say aye. 

[A chorus of ayes.] 

Chairman Royce. All those opposed, no. 

[No response.] 

Chairman Royce. In the opinion of the chair, the ayes have it 
and the measure is considered en bloc are agreed to. And without 
objection, the measures considered en bloc are ordered favorably re- 
ported as amended, and staff is directed to make any technical and 
conforming changes. 

And also without objection, the chair is authorized to seek House 
consideration of these measures under suspension of the rules. And 
that concludes our business for today. 

I want to thank Ranking Member Engel and all our committee 
members for their contributions, and all of their assistance with to- 
day’s Markup. The committee is — oh, and Mr. Engel is right to re- 
mind everyone that at 5 o’clock this evening, the committee will re- 
adjourn here for the holiday. Okay? All right. Until then, we stand 
adjourned. 

[Whereupon, at 11:39 a.m., the committee was adjourned.] 
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The Chair obtained unanimous consent to consider the following measures and amendments 
(previously provided to Members of the Committee) en bloc: 

1) H.R. 1654 (Royce), To authorize the direct provision of defense articles, defense 
services, and related training to the Kurdistan Regional Government, and for other 
purposes; 

a. Royce 87, an amendment in the nature of a substitute; 

2) H.R. 3654 (Poe), Combat Terrorist Use of Social Media Act of 2015; 

a. Poe 81, an amendment in the nature of a substitute to H.R. 3654; 
i. Issa 56, an amendment to Poe 81; 

3) H.R. 4154 (Sherman), Taiwan Naval Support Act; 

4) H. Res. 346 (Yoho), Condemning the use of toxic chemicals as weapons in the Syrian 
Arab Republic; 

a. Yoho 72, an amendment in the nature of a substitute; and 

5) H. Res. 536 (Sires), Supporting freedom of the press in Latin America and the Caribbean 
and condemning violations of press freedom and violence against journalists, bloggers, 
and individuals exercising their right to freedom of speech; 

a. Sires 13, an amendment in the nature of a substitute. 

The items considered en bloc were agreed to by voice vote, and were ordered favorably reported, 
as amended, by unanimous consent. 

By unanimous consent, the Chair was authorized to seek House consideration of the measures 
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